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practitioners, candidate legal practitioners and juristic entities
and make rules for the profession.

The reasons for the creation of this structure are not self-
evident. It is not immediately obvious why the terms of reference
for the transitional structure could not be the subject matter for
the legal practice council to investigate, determine and where
appropriate make recommendations to the Minister.

Following the resolution of the AGM of the GCB that a
meeting be secured with the Minister, the deputy chairperson
Jeremy Muller SC and the vice chairperson McCaps Motimele
SC and I met with the Deputy Minister of Justice and Consti-
tutional Development and personnel of the department. The
single purpose of the meeting was to engage the Minister (who

an hour before the meeting could not attend because of other
commitments) on the referral nature of the advocates’ profession
and why its retention was important for the transformational
goals sought to be realised in a constitutional democracy. Despite
a cordial reception it was my firm impression that the Deputy
Minister was not persuaded that the introduction of an advocate
with a fidelity fund certificate was inimical to the core nature of
the advocates’ profession as a referral profession. The profession
must still strive with vigour and zeal to defend the referral character
of the advocates’ profession. Despite the legacy of apartheid it
was still the intrinsic element of our referral profession to have
produced across the colour line the five chief justices post our
democratic order – all from the Bar. A

Statement of Intent

1 The Bar identifies itself fully with the ideals, aspirations and
challenges presented by the new democratic South Africa.

2 As a body of independent practitioners, the Bar is committed
to providing specialised legal representation, at fair fees, to all
persons who require such services.

3 By providing this representation, as well as facilities for the
protection of human rights, access to justice for indigent persons and
alternative dispute resolution, the Bar serves all the people
of South Africa.

4 We shall continue to strive towards the attainment of justice for all
according to the Rule of Law and to support reforms designed to
achieve this goal.

5 The Bar is committed to:
• The maintenance of an independent judiciary;
• ensuring that the Bar is representative of all sections of the

South African population;
• providing greater access to justice by the expansion of legal

services to all who require them whilst maintaining the high
standard, professional integrity and independence which are
established hall-marks of the Bar.
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