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1. In my first year as national pupillage coordinator I am pleas-

ed to report that the 2012 National Pupillage Programme
(NPP) was successfully completed at all of our constituent Bars.

2. The successful implementation of the NPP is attributable to
the hard work by administrators and coordinators who are
responsible for the implementation of pupillage at each of
the Bars.
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3. The pass rate for the NBEB Examination for 2012 was 91%,

which is lower than that achieved in 2011 (a 96% pass rate,
with 164 pupils writing the examinations).

4. In 2012, 184 pupils began pupillage, eight withdrew and
176 therefore wrote the examinations. One pupil did not
write the examinations due to the pupil not being admitted
at the time of the examinations.

5. Of the 176 pupils who wrote the examinations, 160 passed
(42 after orals), a 91% overall pass rate.

6. The statistics reveal that, unlike last year, 11 of the 16 failures
were pupils who attended pupillage at one of the four larger
Bars.

7. Inequality of training and tutoring at the constituent Bars
remains an issue that needs to be addressed. A national
pupillage committee has in the meantime been convened.
The committee’s most pressing task will be to investigate and
make proposals to facilitate as far as possible the uniform
implementation of the NPR at all constituent Bars.

8. Janet McCurdie reports that the workbook review process is
in progress. That process will be complete before the next
intake of pupils.
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9. A National Pupillage Committee has been convened with the

following members: Jannie van der Merwe (convenor), Janet
McCurdie (Cape), Mike Southwood SC (KZN), Dana du Plessis
SC (Johannesburg), Piet van Niekerk (Pretoria), Hendrik van
der Linde SC (PE) – member representing smaller Bars.

10.The appointment of the AFT representative on the committee
will be done when AFT confirms its nomination.

11.Besides the functions listed in paragraph 13 below, the com-
mittee will be required to undertake the following tasks as a
priority:
• structuring the national pupillage programme to ensure

that the programme is effectively implemented at all the
Bars, including the smaller Bars, and to ensure compliance
with vocational training requirements in the Legal Practice
Bill;

• issuing general guidelines containing criteria for the ac-
ceptance by constituent Bars of pupils where the number of
applications exceeds the number of places for pupillage.
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12.The draft format document for pupillage 2014 appears on

page 6 of this issue.
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13.The following resolutions were passed by the annual general

meeting:
•The one-year pupillage programme is maintained for 2014

and the format for pupillage for 2014 is approved.
•The pupillage registration fee payable to the GCB for 2014

is fixed in the sum of R575.00.
•The National Pupillage Committee is authorised to do the

following in respect of pupillage for the year 2014:
– issue general guidelines containing criteria for acceptance

by Bars of pupils where the number of applications
exceeds the number of places for pupillage;

–determine the curriculum in consultation with the National
Bar Examination Board;

–determine the pupillage programme;
–determine the programme of examinations in consultation

with the National Bar Examination Board;
– issue guidelines for pupil mentors;
– issue guidelines on the instruction of pupillage at all

Bars and the supervision and co-ordination thereof.

I wish to thank the GCB administrative staff, in particular, Elize
van den Heever and Sherrie-Leigh Lowe for their invaluable assis-
tance and support during the year.
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• Public law
Cambridge University’s Faculty of Law will host a Public
Law Conference from 15 to 17 September 2014. The
theme will be ‘Process and Substance in Public Law.’ A
number of leading public-law experts from different
jurisdictions, including South Africa’s Professor Cora
Hoexter, will speak at the event. More details are avail-
able at www.publiclawconference.law.cam.ac.uk.

• Rule of law
The John Jay College of Criminal Justice of the City University of
New York and the Greek Ministry of Public Order and Citizen
Protection will host a conference in Athens, Greece, from 11 to
14 June 2014, entitled ‘The Rule of Law in an Era of Change:
Security, Social Justice and Inclusive Governance.’ The focus will
be on the importance of the rule of law and the challenges
posed to it. The conference will provide a forum for participants
from a wide variety of backgrounds critically to discuss the rule
of law and to explore ways of strengthening it.
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