
AAAAA Reconstitution of the committeeReconstitution of the committeeReconstitution of the committeeReconstitution of the committeeReconstitution of the committee
The Exco of the GCB resolved in November 2012 that the Human
Rights Committee (HRC) of the GCB would be a portfolio of the
Johannesburg Bar.

The Johannesburg Bar, pursuant to this delegation, establish-
ed the committee as a permanent sub-committee of the Johan-
nesburg Bar Council (the Bar Council), with the tenure of the
members appointed to the committee not being linked to the
terms of office of the Bar Council. The committee reports to the
Exco of the GCB but is required to keep the Bar Council apprised
of its activities and reports to the GCB Exco.

In May 2013 the following members were appointed to the
committee (on the basis that half of these are members of AFT):
Brahm du Plessis SC (chair), Clare Hartford SC, Laurance Hodes
SC, Lukas van der Merwe SC, Pule Seleka, Stuart Wilson, Kevin
Hopkins, Tshepo Mofokeng, Fezeka Magano, Sarel van Vuuren.

B The committee’s progress in its first three weeksB The committee’s progress in its first three weeksB The committee’s progress in its first three weeksB The committee’s progress in its first three weeksB The committee’s progress in its first three weeks
The committee has held two meetings. It has has drafted and
adopted a charter to govern its fundamental functioning. It was
agreed that this charter would be subject to revision as the com-
mittee gained experience.

Members of the committee have been delegated to consider
and report to the committee, for possible further action to be
taken, on the following substantive issues:

• Issues arising out of the deaths of boys undergoing tra-
ditional initiation ceremonies;

• the approach of the judiciary at the level of our High
Courts to applications brought on behalf of refugees.

Human Rights

Human Rights
Requesting information

The Human Rights Committee (HRC) of the GCB is in the
process of considering the role or roles it could play in
assisting (where this is desired) the activities of constituent
Bars in the field of human rights. To this end, the HRC
has requested that constituent Bars indicate:

• Any provision they may have for structures
dealing with human rights issues.

• Any current activities being conducted in the field
of human rights either by a Bar or by any group
within a Bar;

• The name and contact details of a person or
personsat a Bar with whom the committee may
liaise in respect of human rights issues in general
or in respect of any particular issues.

It would be appreciated if the above information could be
provided to the GCB secretariat.

A member of the committee, Stuart Wilson, has been appointed
by the Commonwealth Lawyers Association to observe the cri-
minal proceedings brought against Beatrice Mtetwa, the attorney
in Zimbabwe who was arrested and charged with obstruction of
justice in March, allegedly after enquiring about the arrest of
her client, the legal adviser of opposition leader Morgan Tsvan-
garai, and two other men.

Another member has been delegated by the committee to
attend a lecture ‘Human Rights in a time of Homophobia: An
argument for Equal Legal Protection of “Sexual Minorities” in
Africa’ being conducted as part of the University of Pretoria’s
Expert Lecture Series.

Enquiries are being made as to whether the programme in-
itiated by Judge Bertelsmann dealing with human rights issues
in correctional institutions is continuing.

The committee will at its next meeting consider an appropriate
mechanism to deal with requests to become signatories to inter-
national calls in support of human rights violations on the African
continent.

The committee has discussed the manner in which the efforts
of other Bars and the members of other Bars in the field of
human rights can best be integrated with the work of the com-
mittee.

The committee will be suggesting possible approaches to
this issue in the course of the next two or three months after it
has elicited and obtained further information from other bars in
regard to their current activities in this field. A
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By Brahm du Plessis SC, Johannesburg Bar, chair of the Human Rights Committee


