
PC Combrink who delivered a speech filled
with the wry humour for which he is known
and loved. Farouk Moosa SC also enter-
tained us as the Bar’s (un)official court jes-
ter. The proceedings were presided over by
David Gordon SC who added his own
brand of humour and insight to the even-
ing.

The Mr/Madam Junior tradition was
revived with Clinton Eady being the unlucky
nominee to have his dinner thoroughly
ruined trying think up clever and/or witty
things to say in front of perhaps the tough-
est crowd in the land. He got a few laughs,
no gasps of horror and no-one heckled
him. All in all it was a successful after-dinner
speech and not much worse than a Tuesday
morning’s mauling in motion court. Your
correspondent, as faithful chronicler of
events and dedicated party animal, was
one of the last to leave and decamped with
some colleagues to the less salubrious
surroundings of Cottonfields in Umhlanga.
Least said soonest mended and all that…

The Maritime Law Association
annual conference was
held on 2 to 4 August at
the Zimbali Coastal Resort
in Ballito.

The KwaZulu-Natal chapter
hosted the conference. It was well attended
by maritime lawyers from both the Bar and

Olsen SC addressed the members on
the Legal Practice Bill. It seems that the Bill,
in a draft form still to be released, will soon
be presented to the National Council of
Provinces who will then, as a matter of law,
seek submissions from interested parties on
its provisions. A committee has been con-
vened by Dickson SC to deal with this
process with a view to presenting our so-
ciety’s views to the NCOP.

We were all treated to a splendid lunch
once the formalities had concluded.

the attorneys’ profession. The conference
programme included a fascinating talk by
marine archeologist Vanessa Maitland
about historic wrecks and their excavation.
It’s a little known fact that prior to the dredg-
ing of the harbour mouth the number of
wrecks that occurred off Port Natal (as it
then was) caused a leading marine insurer
to dispatch private detectives to find out
why so many wrecks just ‘happened’ to oc-
cur on our back beach. Vera Hecht, sister
to Bruno Pellizzari who was kidnapped by
Somali pirates, gave a riveting talk on how
she negotiated the release of her brother
from captivity. The recordings of her conver-
sations with the ‘representative’ of <ahem>
Indian Ocean Consultants were a master
class in how to talk turkey when the chips
are down.

As always the social side of things was
high on the agenda. Judge Lopes was the
guest of honour at the Gala dinner held
at the Zimbali Country Club. He was
warmly introduced (and gently ribbed) by
his friend and erstwhile Chambers member
Gardner van Niekerk SC. As always a good
time was had by all with everyone winding
up in the Zimbali bar.

Having seen us coming the manage-
ment attempted to close the bar at what
they termed ‘a reasonable hour’ however
it soon appeared that delegates from one
of South Africa’s leading law firms was
already one step ahead of them. At the
secret signal a junior was dispatched to
the parking lot to return with further pro-
visions purchased earlier in the day as a
back-up plan. Your correspondent was ad-
vised the next morning by the ever cheerful
golf cart drivers that they had surpassed
themselves in the ‘how many people can
we fit on a golf cart’ game. A

Free Online
South African Legislation –
with ‘point-in-time’

The Oliver R Tambo Law Library, in
partnership with SAFLII (South African
Legal Information Institute) and the
Constitutional Court Trust, have un-
dertaken a project to consolidate the
South African legislation (the Acts from
Parliament) and to supply this infor-
mation free to the public. From 19
September 2013 this website will be
open to the public.

There is a worldwide trend to pro-
vide open access to legal information
in order to support an open and de-
mocratic society. The project is based
on the idea that South Africans should
have easy free access to reliable up-
dated information on the laws that
affect their lives, eg The Marriage Act,
The Wills Act, The Labour Relations
Act, Basic Conditions of Employment
Act, Sectional Titles Act, Companies
Act, and so on. In addition, the data-
base includes point-in-time or histori-
cal versions of the Acts. At this stage

the website is a work in progress and
does not yet contain all the Acts. How-
ever, we believe that there is now a
sufficient number of Acts for the data-
base to be made available to the pub-
lic. Please visit this national resource at
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.lawsofsouthafr ica.up.ac.za. lawsofsouthafr ica.up.ac.za. lawsofsouthafr ica.up.ac.za. lawsofsouthafr ica.up.ac.za. lawsofsouthafr ica.up.ac.za
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Annual general meetingAnnual general meetingAnnual general meetingAnnual general meetingAnnual general meeting
The KwaZulu-Natal Society of Advocates
held its AGM at the Maharani Hotel on 7
September 2013. Despite coinciding with
a test match and the most gloriously sunny
day attendance was good. Glen Goddard,
who has served as Bar treasurer since time
immemorial, stepped down and he was
given a rousing round of applause to thank
him for all his efforts keeping the Bar
accounts in order all these years. The
members also bid farewell to the Bar’s
administrative secretary, Caroline Berry,
who has left the society to take up a
position as PA to the headmaster of Epworth
College. After being our administrative
secretary for 16 years dealing with a school-
full of hysterical girls should be a doddle
and we all wish her the best for the future.

Annual Bar dinnerAnnual Bar dinnerAnnual Bar dinnerAnnual Bar dinnerAnnual Bar dinner
The Bar dinner was held at the sumptuous
Coastlands Hotel in Umhlanga on 17 Au-
gust 2013. The guest of honour was Judge

Maritime Law Association ofMaritime Law Association ofMaritime Law Association ofMaritime Law Association ofMaritime Law Association of
South Africa ConferenceSouth Africa ConferenceSouth Africa ConferenceSouth Africa ConferenceSouth Africa Conference
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