
The South African legal profession has
produced many brave lawyers. However,
few have had to pay the ultimate price.
Victoria Mxenge lost her husband in pre-
cisely these circumstances. His work as an
attorney on behalf of apartheid’s victims
led to his assassination by a police hit
squad in 1981. Undaunted, Victoria, who
was also an attorney, took over where her
husband left off. She was part of the de-
fence team for the UDF and the Natal
Indian Congress in the Pietermaritzburg
treason trial. Shortly before the trial was
due to start in 1985, she too was assas-
sinated.

In 2011, a new group of advocates was
formed amongst members of the Johan-
nesburg Bar. They decided to name the
group after Victoria Mxenge. The group
seeks, in a modest way, to emulate her
values in the work that they do, in the way
that they practise law and in how the group
is constituted and managed. It currently in-

cludes 17 members and is
housed in a floor of the Du-
ma Nokwe building.

The group is avowedly
egalitarian and aims to sup-
port and contribute to the ex-
cellent work that the Johan-
nesburg Bar has done in
bringing about the transfor-
mation of the profession. The
group is particularly con-
cerned to address the history
of racism and sexism in our
society.

Among its founding prin-
ciples, the group included compassion,
noting something that we often forget as
lawyers, that ‘our profession is basically
about justice, and justice is about com-
passion.’

The group’s egalitarian and democratic
ethos is reflected in its governance. No
distinction is drawn between senior and
junior counsel in appointment to leader-
ship positions, including group leader. The
position of group leader is an elected one
and the term of each group leader is two
years. Recently, after completion by Muzi

Sikhakhane of his term, Nasreen Rajab-
Bundlender (see page 44) was elected as
group leader. In its membership, the group
is broadly reflective of the demographic
profile of South Africa

Members of the group are regularly in-
volved in cases that seek to give effect to
the Bill of Rights and to advance the interests
of the poor. At the same time, the group is
engaged in a wide range of professional
work including substantial commercial and
public law work. It aims to achieve high
standards of professionalism.

Victoria Mxenge (centre) with friends and colleagues.
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