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IN MEMORIAM  
GAVIN MORLEY SC
Glenn Thatcher SC

Gavin Morley, a senior counsel with 
chambers in Durban, passed away 

in November 2015 at age of 67. His death 
from illness came as a shock to the mem-
bers of the Bar since, until his passing, he 
maintained his very busy practice, contin-
uing to appear in courts in both KwaZulu-
Natal and Gauteng in the month in which 
he died.

Gavin was born in 1948 and complet-
ed his schooling at what was then North-
lands Boys High School in Durban North. 
He obtained a B.Comm degree in 1969, a 
B.Proc degree in 1974 and an LLB degree 
in 1985, receiving prizes as the best final 
year student in the latter two degrees. 
He was admitted as an attorney in March 
1975. After practising as a partner with 
attorneys Cox Yeats in Durban, he com-
menced practice for his own account in 
March 1980. He joined Spoor & Fisher in 
Pretoria in October 1986 in order to spe-
cialise in intellectual property and became 

a partner of that firm in March 1988. In 
1989 he was awarded the Master of Laws 
degree in intellectual property cum laude. 
While practising as an attorney he dealt 
with many high profile cases. In one such 
case he represented McDonald’s Corpora-
tion in which McDonald’s sought to pro-
tect and retrieve its name in order to open 
up its chain of restaurants in South Africa, 
a case which McDonald’s won on appeal 
and which is reported as McDonald’s Cor-
poration v Joburgers Drive-Inn Restaurant 
(Pty) Ltd and Another 1997 (1) SA 1 (AD). 
In 1996 Gavin and his wife Jill returned to 
Durban and he was called to the Bar on 1 
July 1996. He maintained a busy practice 
as a junior and took silk in August 2004.
Gavin specialised in intellectual property 
law and his reputation grew, resulting 
in his developing a practice in that field 
throughout South Africa, appearing in 
courts in intellectual property cases in 
Durban, Cape Town, Johannesburg and, 
in particular, Pretoria.

His expertise in intellectual property 
received recognition with his appoint-
ment as co-author of the 4th edition of 
the leading text book in the field Webster 
& Page: South African Law of Trade Marks. 
He was also a co-author of the section 
on trade marks in volume 29 of Joubert: 
The Law of South Africa. He undertook a 
number of acting appointments on the 
High Court bench in KwaZulu-Natal 
and wrote a number of judgments, one 
of which is reported, namely Silent Pond 
Investments CC v Woolworths (Pty) Ltd & 
Another 2011 (6) SA 343 (D). Members of 
the Bar who appeared before him appre-
ciated his diligence, knowledge, patience 
and wisdom, and the general view is that 
he would have been a great asset to the 
KwaZulu-Natal bench. Gavin regularly at-
tended IBA conferences in various parts of 
the world and also served on a number of 
IBA committees and delivered papers at a 
number of these conferences. In addition 
to maintaining his busy and challenging 
practice, and despite his frequent absence 
from chambers, Gavin participated fully 
in the affairs of the Bar in Durban. He 
gave unstintingly of his time to pupils and 

young advocates, playing an enormous 
role in the advocacy training programme. 
For many years he was a tutor in legal eth-
ics preparing pupils for the Bar entrance 
exam on that topic and was an enthusi-
astic and conscientious trainer of pupils 
in practical court craft. For a number of 
years he was in charge of the pupil train-
ing programme in Durban, an extremely 
time-consuming task which he performed 
with distinction. In this capacity he also 
attended advocacy training conferences 
both in South Africa and in England.

Gavin was an exceptional person in 
that he had a full life outside his busy 
professional career. In 1998 he obtained 
a Master of Theology degree from West-
minster College, Oxford, and was an 
ordained minister in the Anglican Church. 
For many years he and his wife Jill, also 
an ordained Anglican minister, conducted 
the Alpha course, an introduction to 
Christianity, as well as marriage prepara-
tion, and similar courses at their home at 
Morningside in Durban.

Gavin was also an enthusiastic travel-
ler and enjoyed nothing more than a trip 
to Italy, a country which he loved, where 
he was able to practise his Italian, he and 
Jill having in later years taken Italian les-
sons.

Gavin’s passing is a great loss to the 
Durban Bar. He enriched all of our lives 
and we will miss him both as a trusted 
colleague and as a friend.

NEW SILKS

Dave Phillips

Dave was born 
Durban 1961 and 
attended Carmel 
Primary and Carmel 
College from 1968 to 
1979. He studied at 
University of Natal, 

Durban from 1980 to 1985 to December 
1987. He was a prosecutor from 1988 to 
1989 and then went on to do his articles at 
Berkowitz, Kirkel ,Cohen, Wartski, Green-

The late Advocate Gavin Morley SC



Dave was born in Durban 
in 1961 and attended Carmel 
Primary and Carmel College
from 1968 to 1979. 
He studied at the University
of Natal, Durban, from 1980
to 1985 and did his national 
service in the (then) SADF

from 1986 to December 1987. He was a
prosecutor from 1988 to 1989 and then went 
on to do his articles at Berkowitz, Kirkel, 
Cohen, Wartski, Greenberg from 1989 to 1991.
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Mohamed 
Saleem Khan

Saleem commenced 
practising as an Ad-
vocate on 2 October 
1990. He holds the fol-
lowing degrees: B.A; 
LL.B; LL.M (UDW) 

M. Phil (University of Cambridge – U.K.); 
II.E Dip. (University of Georgetown – 
Washington DC, U.S.A). He was Senior 
Lecturer in Law at the then University of 
Durban Westville in 1990. He has many 
publications which include publications 
in the South African Law Journal, South 
African Journal of Criminal Law and 
Criminology. Adv. Khan has also present-
ed many papers at different international 
forums. He is presently in practice at the 
Durban Bar and his fields of practice are 
Corporate, Commercial, Criminal, Matri-
monial and Labour. 

Thandazani 
Griffits Madonsela 

Griffits Madonsela 
(more affectionately 
known as “Doda”) 
was born on 13 Au-
gust 1970. He matricu-
lated at Zwelibanzi 

High School, Umlazi Township, Durban, 
in 1988 and obtained his B Juris degree 
from the University of Zululand in 1991. 
Thereafter, he completed his LLB degree 
at the then University of Natal (Durban), 
in 1993. He served his Articles of Clerk-
ship with Linda Mazibuko & Associates 
(1994 – 1995), during which time he 
passed the Attorneys Admission examina-
tion. 

He was admitted as an attorney and 
practised as such for five years (1996 to 
2000), initially, for his own account as Ma-
donsela and Company, and, thereafter, as 
the Assistant State Attorney, Durban. As a 
law student and later as an attorney, Doda 
became (and remains) a faithful steward 
and member of the Black Lawyers Asso-
ciation (BLA). During this period he inter-
mittently held various positions as execu-

tive member of BLA’s Durban branch. On 
behalf of the BLA, he served as a member 
of the Public Relations Committee of the 
then newly-formed Law Society of South 
Africa (LSSA). He was called to the Bar in 
Durban in 2001. As an advocate, he joined 
and remains a member of the Advocates 
for Transformation (AFT). He has served 
as AFT representative on the Bar Council 
of the KwaZulu-Natal Society of Advo-
cates for a number of terms and continues 
to serve in its ad hoc committees in vari-
ous capacities. Throughout his years as 
an advocate, Doda has been involved in 
pupillage training, initially as a lecturer 
and subsequently as Convenor of the 
’Conduct of Civil Trials’ Module. 

He is moreover a trainer in the Bar 
Council’s Trial Advocacy programme. 
He is currently a member of the Pro-bono 
Committee of the Durban Bar Council 
and serves as a member of the National 
Transformation Committee of the General 
Council of the Bar of South Africa (the 
GCB). Furthermore, Doda is a member 
of and represents the advocates’ profes-
sion at the University of KwaZulu-Natal’s 
School of Law Advisory Committee, 
which advises the University’s Faculty of 
Law on the minimum academic stand-
ards required for an LLB degree. Doda 
founded a Critical Legal Study group 
which continuously reflects on the impact 
of judgments delivered by our courts on 
various topical legal issues. Doda has a 
varied legal practice covering a wide spec-
trum of fields. 

He has a thriving commercial practice. 
Alongside it, he has a busy Administra-
tive and Constitutional law practice. He 
has been involved in widely publicised 
Commissions of Inquiry as well as civil 
(contractual and delictual), insurance, 
labour, land restitution and criminal law 
litigation. Doda has made presentations – 
to the Regional Court Magistrates on ‘The 
New Magistrate’s Court Civil Rules’ (2010); 
to the BLA Durban Branch members on 
‘The Legal Practice Act, 2014: Whereto from 
now?’ (2014); to the South African Medical 
Association on ‘The Ethics around the Sale 
of Steve Biko Autopsy Report’ (2015); and to 
the UKZN BLA Student Chapter on ‘Some 

tips on preparing Heads of Argument’(2015). 
Doda has served as a member of the 

Third Medical Committee of Preliminary 
Inquiry of the Health Professions Council 
of South Africa (HPCSA) (2004) and as 
Chairperson of the Tax Appeals Board 
(Durban)(2008 – 2014). He acted as Judge 
of the High Court, KwaZulu-Natal (Dur-
ban) in 2011. He was conferred the status 
of Senior Counsel on 24 July 2015; and, on 
his 45th birthday, on 13 August 2015 re-
ceived his Letters Patent. Doda is married 
to Bathabile and has three sons. 

Rob Mossop SC

Rob was born on 16 
January 1961 and ma-
triculated in 1978. He 
obtained a BA degree 
in 1981 and his LLB 
degree in 1984, both 
from the University of 

Natal, Durban. He served articles of clerk-
ship with Thorpe and Hands Attorneys in 
Durban before taking up employment as 
a legal adviser with the Altron Corpora-
tion in Johannesburg. In 1990 he returned 
to Durban and prosecuted at the Durban 
Magistrate’s Court before being appointed 
an additional magistrate in 1991. He was 
called to the Bar in 1996. He has a civil 
practice involving commercial, adminis-
trative, insolvency and contractual law. 
He is married to Janice, who is the manag-
ing partner of Browne Brodie Attorneys. 

He kayaks (quite slowly according to 
observers) and scratches around on a golf 
course from time to time. He and Janice 
enjoy travelling and have been fortunate 
to be part of expeditions to both the Ant-
arctic and Arctic. He is a Sharks’ season 
ticket holder of many years standing and 
an avid supporter of FC Barcelona.  A


