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Eastern cape/Grahamstown Bar
Jason Johnson

NEW SILK
Dugmore SC graduated from the Univer-
sity of Cape Town with an LLB degree in 
1984 and was admitted as an advocate on 
12 March 1987. After completing pupilage 
Dugmore SC then joined the Eastern Cape 
Society of Advocates on 06 June 1987 and 
holds chambers at Equity House Chambers 
in Grahamstown.

Dugmore SC’s letters patent were 
signed on 22 February 2016. Dugmore SC 
is married to Alison and they have three 
children, Ryan, Caitlin and Callum. Ryan 
graduated from the University of Cape 
Town with a BSocSc degree, Caitlin is cur-
rently enrolled at the University of Cape 
Town and is reading for a BBusSc degree 
and Callum is a learner at St Andrew’s Col-
lege in Grahamstown. Dugmore SC’s other 
interests include golf, cooking and wine.

AcTING APPOINTMENT
Sunil Rugunanan held an acting  
appointment as a judge of the Eastern 
Cape for the entire third term and 
Nicola Redpath-Molony and Margaux 
Beard held acting appointments as 
judges of the Eastern Cape during the 
fourth term. A

KZN/Pietermaritzburg
Humphrey Ngcobo

On 20 May, 2016 a group of six 
pupils from the Pietermaritz-

burg Bar visited the Supreme Court 
of Appeal (SCA), Bloemfontein. This 
was part of trial advocacy exercise 
under the tutelage of Advocate A.J. 
Dickson SC (Spicko) assisted by two 
juniors, Advocates Ashleigh Jen-
nings and Beatrice De Beer. To our 
surprise and of course delight, the 
costs of the whole trip including ac-
commodation for eight were borne 
by Spicko and the Pietermaritzburg 
Bar.

Weeks before the trip Spicko 
gave pupils the record and hun-
dreds of pages in court papers to 
read and study applicable law. 
On two occasions meetings took 
place to discuss our argument in 
the SCA and other ancillary issues. 
Spicko was to argue a case of Caine 
Brothers v Development Tribunal for 
KwaZulu-Natal (471/2015) [2016] 
ZASCA 81 (Delivered on 30 May 
2016). 

We left Pietermaritzburg on 19 
May 2016 and drove in two groups. 
Ashleigh drove in his car and other 
pupils drove together in Maarten’s 
car. It was an adventurous trip for 
some who had not been to Bloem-
fontein before. We stopped at Mon-
trose (Beatrice surprised all of us 
with pre-prepared lunch packs) and 
later at Bethlehem and eventually 
arrived in Bloemfontein. We were 
checked-in to the hotel.

From left: Ashleigh Jennings; Humphrey Ngcobo; Ntokozo Gumede; Beatrice De Beer; Simphiwe Mlotshwa; 
Nick Hainsworth; Maarten Braun; Spicko Dickson SC & Kiren Bagwandeen.

Ashleigh took us around Blo-
emfontein and we saw some legen-
dary places and there relaxed until 
late evening.

The following day we all read-
ied ourselves and proceeded nice 
and early to the SCA. We were tak-
en on a guided tour of the Library, 
the new and old courts by security 
personnel. We also used the oppor-
tunity to take photographs.

When our case started in B 
Court we were all seated nicely 
and five Judges entered. It was an 
amazing feeling to observe the ex-
changes between Spicko and Lewis 
JA, Leach JA and Tshiqi JA. Judges 
Seriti and Pillay sat quietly listen-
ing to both parties’ argument. It 
was more intriguing that we could 

debate afterwards which judges 
were with us and which one was 
not in the argument. All the points 
argued are points we discussed 
beforehand.

After judgment was reserved 
we walked around looking for the 
Bloemfontein Advocates’ Cham-
bers but got lost and could not find 
them as they had moved Chambers 
the previous week (See 2016 August 
2016 Advocate at 21 – Editor). We 
drove back to Pietermaritzburg.

The experience was amazing 
and it is all thanks to our mentor 
and leader Spicko. At the sugges-
tion of Ashleigh we thanked him 
with a T-Shirt from one of the 
places we visited. A

PIETERMARITZBuRG PuPILS 
TREATED TO A TOuR OF THE 
SuPREME cOuRT OF APPEAL
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1. Advocate is the mouthpiece of the 
South African Bar. It is a professional 
journal which provides information 
and guidance on developments in 
the profession and the administration 
of justice. Contributions on subjects 
which are of practical importance to 
members of the Bar are welcomed, 
and will receive priority.

2. All manuscripts must be in MS Word 
or WordPerfect format, double-spaced 
throughout, including references and 
footnotes. An article should not exceed 
3 000 words. Letters, notes and reports 
should generally not exceed 1 000 
words. Shorter pieces, and clear, com-
municative writing, are preferred.

  Legal jargon derived from pleadings 
(e.g. ‘thereby’, ‘thereof ’ etc) should be 
avoided.

  A contribution must preferably be 
sent by e-mail as an attachment to a 
message.

3. Contributions and letters should be 
addressed to:  
The Editor, Advocate

 Email: editor.advocate@mweb.co.za
 Postal: PO Box 786878,  

SANDTON  
2146

 Tel: +27 (0) 83 656 9308 (editor)
  Fax: +27 (0) 11 784 0182
 
4. Material is considered for publication 

on the understanding that:
•	 it	has	not	been	published	or	submitted	

for publication elsewhere;
•	 the	editorial	committee	and	the	editor	

have reserved the right to edit it as to 
style, length and language;

•	 the	writer	has	carefully	checked	quota-
tions and references for accuracy;

•	 it	is	written	in	clear,	jargon-free	lan-
guage, and has linguistically been 
reviewed and checked for errors.

 

5. The writer’s academic and profes-
sional qualifications, and also his or 
her occupation or professional status 
must be stated.

6. Footnotes should, if possible, be avoid-
ed. Case references should preferably 
be incorporated into the text. When re-
ferring to a book the publisher and date 
of publication should be mentioned. 
In the case of articles the name of the 
writer, the title of the article and the 
date of publication should be indicated. 
Where footnotes are unavoidable, they 
should be numbered consecutively in 
superscript in the text, and reproduced 
at the end of the article. If there are 
only a few footnotes, asterisks may be 
used.

Further details on Advocate’s house style 
are available from the editor at the above 
address.  A

advocate: The South African Bar Journal 
Guidelines for writers
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