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North West/Mahikeng
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NEW cOuNcIL ELEcTED
The North West Bar Association has elect-
ed a new council. Johann Pistor SC retains 
the chair, Cecile Zwiegelaar takes over the 
deputy chair and Morongwa Moagi and 
Ketumetsi Mongale are the treasurer and 
secretary, respectively.
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FAREWELL
It has also been a time to say goodbye to 
several former members and associate 
members. Tiny Seboka and Hennie du 
Plessis (members) have resigned, whilst 
Takalani Madima SC, Pimeza Jara and 
Samkelo Mbali have discontinued their 
associate status.

ASSOcIATION MEMBERSHIP
Lawrence Lever SC continues to act as 
judge in the Northern Cape Division. He 
has been accorded associate membership 
of this Association.

Lastly, Sejako Senatle SC resumed his 
membership of the Association with effect 
from 1 August 2016. A
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There is a Pedi (Northern Sotho) expression which best de-
scribes anxieties caused by poor Blacks’ lack of access to 

justice in South Africa. The expression reads “O se ke wa ba 
letlabo la pholo wa fula o thaetsa”. As Northern Sotho is one 
of the official languages in South Africa, I deliberately elect not 
to translate this expression into another South African official 
language, save to say “I got you”. 

Currently advocates provide legal services to poor litigants 
on the basis of “choice”. I recently searched in vain the Consti-
tution of the General Council of the Bar (the GCB), searching 
for a clause or paragraph dealing with access to justice for peo-
ple disadvantaged by the disparities of the past. Out of des-
peration I searched through the proposed amendments to the 
GCB Constitution and my junior advocate’s eyes and thoughts 
found nothing dealing specifically with access to justice. My 
desperation landed me in my library and fortunately, I found 
the Legal Practice Act 28 of 2014 (the Act). 

My children were finally happy to observe smiling Dad having 
found “a needle in the middle of darkness”. I read through the 
Act and noted the following with a smile:

Purpose of Act
3. The purpose of this Act is to—
(a) provide a legislative framework for the transformation and 

restructuring of the legal profession that embraces the val-
ues underpinning the Constitution and ensures that the 
rule of law is upheld;

(b) broaden access to justice by putting in place—
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(i) a mechanism to determine fees chargeable by legal practi-
tioners for legal services rendered that are within the reach 
of the citizenry;

(ii) measures to provide for the rendering of community service 
by candidate legal practitioners and practising legal practi-
tioners; and

(iii) measures that provide equal opportunities for all aspirant 
legal practitioners in order to have a legal profession that 
broadly reflects the demographics of the Republic;

(c) create a single unified statutory body to regulate the affairs 
of all legal practitioners and all candidate legal practitioners 
in pursuit of the goal of an accountable, efficient and inde-
pendent legal profession;

(d) protect and promote the public interest;
(e) provide for the establishment of an Office of Legal Services 

Ombud;
(f) provide a fair, effective, efficient and transparent procedure 

for the resolution of complaints against legal practitioners 
and candidate legal practitioners; and

(g) create a framework for the— 
(i) development and maintenance of appropriate professional and 

ethical norms and standards for the rendering of legal services 
by legal practitioners and candidate legal practitioners;

(ii) regulation of the admission and enrolment of legal practi-
tioners; and

(iii) development of adequate training programmes for legal 
practitioners and candidate legal practitioners.

SA Tourism

Advocate December 2016.indd   20-21 2016/12/15   02:58:04 PM


