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FROM THE EDITOR

‘WOMEN IN LAW’: TRANSFORMATION BY GENDER
The cover story of the first issue of Advocate that I edited, in April 2015, 
illustrated the theme ‘Maternity Matters: Could nine months end your 
practice?’ by means of a picture of a slightly wobbly teddy bear. Two years 
later, in what will be my last issue (see below), the cover story ‘The other 
transformation issue’ includes the issues discussed two years ago, but within 
the broader context of the overall theme of ‘Women in law’. 

So, how much has changed in the last two years, or not, as the 
case may be? Much may be gained from the Johannesburg Bar’s 
Annual report for the year ending 31 October 2016. The document 
contains the report by Jennifer Cane SC as the immediate past 
chair of the Johannesburg Bar Council and, coincidentally, as such 
the first female chair of that body. There is also a detailed section 
on the demographics of the Johannesburg Society of Advocates, 
which are specially significant coming, as they do, from the biggest 
Bar in South Africa. (This issue of Advocate also contains, in the 
Johannesburg Bar News section, a less formal report on the recent 
anniversary of SABWiL, the South African Black Women in Law 
organisation.)

In the cover story mentioned above, ‘The other transformation 
issue’, Michelle Norton SC examines not only such demographic 
information across the country, but also draws on the experience in a number of foreign 
jurisdictions, particularly as to the outcomes of remedial measures to level the playing 
fields between female and male lawyers. The evidence shows that much has already 
been done and can still be done, but at the end of the day the author concedes that the 
biological realities and demands of child-bearing and rearing inevitably prevent the 
creation of a totally level field. To mix some metaphors: the slightly wobbly teddy bear 
still rules the roost where children are concerned.

WHY JUDGES MATTER: WATCHING THE WATCHERS
Another article of special topical interest in this issue of Advocate details the work 
being done by a civil society alliance called ‘Judges Matter’. The article comes at a 
time when there is more and more speculation on the possibility or otherwise of sections 
in the fractious political reality of the country wishing to undermine the exemplary 
independence of our judiciary as created and guaranteed by the Constitution.

A body dedicated to discovering and when necessary publicising the facts surely 
plays an important part in preventing any such schemes as there may from succeeding. 
A particularly vital player on this contested terrain is the Judicial Service Commission 
(JSC). Much of its work is ‘transparent’, but some not and it is important for there to be an 
unbiased watch-dog keeping a particular eye on the work the JSC does in achieving a 
‘transformed’ bench from gender, racial and other points of view. 

This month will be busy for Judges Matter. First, it will be watching and reporting 
as usual on the round of interviews of candidates for the bench or promotion held by 
the JSC in April annually. Second, the success or otherwise of a body such as the JSC 
depends on its own membership. At the time of writing the President had announced 
that he was considering replacing three of the four experienced JSC members previously 
designated by him, as head of the national executive , after consulting with leaders of 
parties represented in the National Assembly. This process is another matter deserving of 
Judges Matter’s attention.

FAREWELL
I took up the editorship of Advocate in January 2015, on request, at a time when the 
previous editor of the journal, the late Hennie Mellet, was already seriously ill (see 2016 
August Advocate 1). When I advised the Editorial Committee at our last meeting in 
March this year that I wished to terminate this contract at the end of June for personal 
reasons, I was asked by the chairman to announce my departure to readers myself.

I do so now, after nearly 25 years of editing professional legal journals, the other 
having been De Rebus. Farewell and thank you to both the advocates’ and attorneys’ 
professions for their support over the years. A


