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NEW MEMBERS
The PE Bar welcomes the following four 
new members to its fold:

Awonke Desi, Nkululeko James, Lionel 
Kroon and Ntombekhaya Sesani.

Desi completed her LLB at NMMU. Her 
work experience includes being a Teaching 
and Research Assistant at the NMMU Law 
Faculty prior to commencing pupillage. Her 
lecturing duties included lecturing Com-
mercial Law, Labour Law and Company 
Law as well as tutoring. She also became a 
LLM Public Law Research candidate, and 
she is completing her Research studies. Desi 
is one of the proud recipients of the Lexis-
Nexis sponsorship. Desi is an old soul in a 
young body and keeping fit features high 
up on her list of things to do. She enjoys 
dancing, hiking and jogging.

Nkululeko James’ work experience 
includes the following: compliance, legal 
and human resources. He has seven years’ 
experience in senior managerial posts in, 
inter alia, state departments. In addition to 
the LLB Degree which he obtained from 
Vista University, James has completed a 
Programme in Labour Law and Certificates 
in management development. He has 
experience in drafting contracts, by-laws, 
policies, compliance and managing inter-
nal controls. James is a recipient of the Lex-
isNexis sponsorship and is very grateful 
for this. James is a leader within his church 
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community and is passionate about uplift-
ing his community. James is a keen rugby 
player having played for Orientals in Mt-
hatha, FABS in PE and for the Department 
of Correctional Services and St Albans in 
PE, as a fly half and inside centre.

Lionel Kroon obtained a BCom and an 
LLB degree from Rhodes University in Gra-
hamstown. Kroon started his legal career in 
January 1991 when he was appointed as a 
prosecutor in Port Elizabeth. Prior to com-
mencing pupillage he was a Senior Public 
Prosecutor at the Specialised Commercial 
Crime Unit in Port Elizabeth. He has 24 
years prosecuting experience and enjoys 
participating in endurance sports.

Ntombekhaya Sesani was a CCMA 

Commissioner for 13 years before com-
mencing pupillage. Sesani obtained her 
LLB degree from UNITRA (now Walter 
Sisulu University in the Eastern Cape) and 
a higher diploma in Labour Law with RAU 
(now UJ in Gauteng). While Sesani enjoys 
the field of labour law she has also lec-
tured contract law for a number of years.

We have accepted 9 pupil members 
this year and wish them well with the 
challenges pupillage poses. 

The following PE members were elect-
ed to serve on the Eastern Cape Society of 
Advocates’ Bar Council: 

Leon Schubart SC, Nyameko Gqamana 
SC, Mzamo Nobatana, Idris Dala, Helen 
Ayerst and Tanya Zietsman.

GCB’S SECOND ADVOCACY TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR THE SMALLER BARS 

Our Bar has successfully 
hosted the GCB’s second 

Advocacy Training Workshop 
for the smaller Bars. The pupils 
were grateful for the training 
received, with one or two even 
claiming to have enjoyed the 
gruelling schedule. To quote a 
pupil “the training equips us 
pupils to commence practice as 
counsel running.” The training 
is scheduled during the recess 
period and our Bar is grateful 
to all the trainers who give off 
their time voluntarily to train 
our pupils. The GCB’s advocacy 
trainers’ contribution to the 
training of young counsel does 
not go unnoticed by our Bar. A 

number of our junior members, 
having benefited from the train-
ing in the past, volunteered to 
assist with technical, administra-
tive and other related tasks. Their 
assistance allowed the trainers 
to focus on the training adding 
much value to the weekend. 

While Mechelle Beneke 
trained the pupils in PE (and was 
involved in the training of the 
smaller Bars) she was a trainee 
soon thereafter having been 
selected by the GCB to attend 
the Advanced Advocacy Training 
Course at Keble College, Oxford. 
Mechelle has already shared 
many of the lessons learnt with 
our members and I am sure pu-

pils will benefit from the training 
she has received. 

With August being declared 
Women’s month the fairer sex at 
the our Bar knuckled down to 
tackling issues affecting females 
in this month by doing simple 
things like talking to young girls 
about teen pregnancies, encour-
aging young ladies to continue 
their education and offering 
some career guidance and some-
one even sponsoring a young 
lady’s educational needs for a 
year. There were some of us who 
were involved in more serious 
issues like keeping mothers and 
daughters safe from harms’ way 
by advising and assisting them 

to obtain a protection order 
and interdict and talking about 
sexual harassment in the work 
place. It was however not all 
work and no play – thanks to 
Candice Mey. Candice got us la-
dies talking on a group chat and 
has organised a lunch or two for 
those available. The food and 
company were both enjoyed by 
the ladies and we look forward 
to many more.

There is one issue upon 
which many a member is mull-
ing over and that is: “What 
next for the Boks?” 

Razia Laher has been 
appointed to act in the High 
Court this term. A
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