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Contributed by Kutlwano Motla & Maile Miles Sekhethela

On 14 February 2016 the South Afri-
can Black Women in Law (SABWiL) 

consciousness movement was born.
SABWiL was birthed by one of the 

founding members of Thulamela Group, 
Ayesha Tiry, who was admitted as an 
Advocate on 28  March 2000.

Adv. Tiry founded the movement on 
the ideology of dignity, equality and free-
dom. She best describes SABWiL as:

“A consciousness movement that cele-
brates South Africa, Blacks, Women and 
Law, founded on dignity equality and 
freedom infused in the philosophies of 
Ubuntu and Zenzelele.”

SABWiL specifically lauds the doctrine of 
Ubuntu: I am because you are, together 
with the concept of Zenzele: which aims 
to uplift people to take the power and do 
it for themselves.

SABWiL holds the notion that the 
way we are able to truly transform, espe-
cially in the legal landscape, is through 
conscious ness.

Consciousness leads to opportunities, 
which is the gateway to equality, dignity 
and freedom.  SABWiL is therefore for-
mulated and thrives on the equation that: 
CONSCIOUSNESS = OPPORTUNITIES 
= FREEDOM, EQUALITY AND DIGNITY 
(founding values).

Consciousness is the starting point 
for these founding values. Through the 
SABWiL equation, transformation can be 
realised. 

SABWiL has made it her obligation to actual-
ise the founding values. She is considered as 
one of the ways in which the Constitution is 
given a voice, and brings the Constitution to 
the ground, making it real and practical.

The various ways in which SABWiL 

Igama lama kosi kazi 
malibongwe!
And let the name of 
women be praised!

has achieved this is by formulating differ-
ent programmes such as:
•	 The	SABWiL	Human	Rights	Court	

(SHRC), which has been able to actual-
ize Human Rights issues and create 
consciousness around varying topics. 
The first court sitting was held on 14 
December 2016 and presided over by 
SHRC Chief Justice Lindi Nkosi-Tho-
mas SC. The case focused on alleged 
rape, social media and defamation and 
was litigated by aspiring legal practi-
tioners who had an opportunity to ex-
perience advocacy training first hand. 
(SHRC sits again on 13 December 2017 
focusing on land issues.)

•		 SABWiL	Shadowing,	a	programme	
where a law student shadows a practis-
ing attorney or advocate for three days 
in order to gain insight on the nature of 
the practice of law. In December 2016, 
Katlego Maapola BA graduate & 4th 
year Wits LLB student shadowed Ciska 
Bezuidenhout at the Constitutional 
Court & Gauteng Local division

Katlego Maapola SABWil Shadows Ciska Bezuidenhout 
at the Constitutional Court.
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•		 SABWiL	in	association	with	KPMG	T.A.R	
(Technology Assisted Review), an inter-
active workshop, which was attended 
by practicing advocates to ensure that 
they are better equipped in dealing with 
electronic evidence in our courts. 

SABWiL continues to actualise the Consti-
tution through social media by creating 
a platform that is accessible to the public. 
She is an international consciousness 
movement that broadcasts content that is 
of interest to the founding values of the 
Constitution.

In gratitude of her one-year anni-
versary SABWiL started The First Time 
Buyer Series, which was created to facili-
tate and ease the passage for a first time 
buyer of a home. Topics range from sign-
ing the offer to purchase to the transfer-
ring and bond attorney. The articles are 
tailor designed by SABWiL & Marlene 
Heppes Conveyencer ’s. One can locate 
this series on SABWiL’s Facebook page. 

SABWiL has also identified a gap on 
the topic of financial literacy and as a result 
she came together with Standard Bank 
to host The Financial literacy Workshop 
that aimed to empower our members on 
financial literacy, more over, wealth crea-

tion.  In light of the  doctrine of Ubuntu: I 
am because you are, SABWiL believes that 
if we are financially equipped, we are able 
to utilise our r esources better to transform 
the legal fraternity.  

Of all that SABWiL has achieved, she 
comes across as a consciousness movement 
that is only getting started. She continues 
to contribute to the changing landscape 
of our country so that we all have equal 
opportunity. Undoubtedly, the future of 
SABWiL also lies in the hands of those who 
contribute to her. 

The consciousness of dignity, equality 
and freedom has spurred movement in 
those who are like-minded such as those 
in the corporate world, as well as those 
in the advocacy and attorney profession. 
SABWiL will forever be a reflection of 
CONSCIOUSNESS = OPPORTUNITIES= 
EQUALITY, DIGNITY AND FREEDOM.

SABWiL encourages those who are inter-
ested in participating in the movement to 
contact and reach out through the various 
social media platforms. A

 
 SABWiL South African Women in Law

 SABWiL @tiry_g

SHRC 14 December 2016 at Thulamela Chambers
Heard by SHRC Chief Justice Lindi Nkosi-Thomas SC, 
Deputy Chief Justice Cornwell Dauds & Justice Attorney 
Sankari Reddy.

Ayesha Tiry and Karabo Van Heerden.

1. Advocate is the mouthpiece of the 
South African Bar. It is a professional 
journal which provides information 
and guidance on developments in 
the profession and the administration 
of justice. Contributions on subjects 
which are of practical importance to 
members of the Bar are welcomed, 
and will receive priority.

2. All manuscripts must be in MS Word 
or WordPerfect format, double-spaced 
throughout, including references and 
footnotes. An article should not exceed 
3 000 words. Letters, notes and reports 
should generally not exceed 1 000 
words. Shorter pieces, and clear, com-
municative writing, are preferred.

  Legal jargon derived from pleadings 
(e.g. ‘thereby’, ‘thereof ’ etc) should be 
avoided.

  A contribution must preferably be 
sent by e-mail as an attachment to a 
message.

3. Contributions and letters should be 
addressed to:  
The Editor, Advocate

 Email: editor.advocate@mweb.co.za
 Postal: PO Box 786878,  

SANDTON  
2146

 Tel: +27 (0) 83 656 9308 (editor)
  Fax: +27 (0) 11 784 0182
 
4. Material is considered for publication 

on the understanding that:
•	 it	has	not	been	published	or	submitted	

for publication elsewhere;
•	 the	editorial	committee	and	the	editor	

have reserved the right to edit it as to 
style, length and language;

•	 the	writer	has	carefully	checked	quota-
tions and references for accuracy;

•	 it	is	written	in	clear,	jargon-free	lan-
guage, and has linguistically been 
reviewed and checked for errors.

 

5. The writer’s academic and profes-
sional qualifications, and also his or 
her occupation or professional status 
must be stated.

6. Footnotes should, if possible, be avoid-
ed. Case references should preferably 
be incorporated into the text. When re-
ferring to a book the publisher and date 
of publication should be mentioned. 
In the case of articles the name of the 
writer, the title of the article and the 
date of publication should be indicated. 
Where footnotes are unavoidable, they 
should be numbered consecutively in 
superscript in the text, and reproduced 
at the end of the article. If there are 
only a few footnotes, asterisks may be 
used.

Further details on Advocate’s house style 
are available from the editor at the above 
address.  A

Advocate: The South African Bar Journal 
Guidelines for writers
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Johannesburg Midmar Mile report
Contributed by André Gautschi SC

Ironically, there were fewer swimmers this year 
participating for the Johannesburg Bar when 

the weather conditions were better than they 
have been for some years. In this, the thirteenth 
year of the Johannesburg Bar’s participation in 
the non-company team event of the Midmar Mile, 
the world’s largest open water swimming event, 
most of our swimmers posted better times than 
they have in recent years. All swam under 40  
minutes.

Our team of serious swimmers, Barnone, did 
exceptionally well, with strong performances by 
Emiel, Richard and Victor, to come sixth out of 224 
teams. Congratulations to them! A

The results are as follows :
BARNONE Emiel van Vuuren   00:23:29
 Richard Maxwell   00:24:22
 Victor Gautschi (André’s son)   00:25:26
 Reenen du Plessis (Roelof ’s son)   00:30:00
 Quentin Leech SC   00:30:12
BARWON André Gautschi SC   00:31:29
 Bennie Pretorius (Andre’s son-in-law)   00:34:03
 Brahm du Plessis SC   00:38:57
 Ashley Cook   00 :39:02
BARTOO - withdrawn 
BARTER Graeme Homem (Pretoria Bar)   00:34:12
 Marc Cooke   00:34:51
 Luke Choate  00:39:57

From left to right: Helen Gautschi, Victor Gautschi, Emiel van 
Vuuren, Quentin Leech, Bennie Pretorius, André Gautschi, Graeme 
Homem, Richard Maxwell, Luke Choate, Marc Cooke, Ashley Cook, 
Reenen du Plessis and Brahm du Plessis.

KZN BAR AT MIDMAR

The KZN Bar Tadpoles, Ducklings 
or nefarious aquatic thingys made 

a welcome splash back in this year’s 
Midmar Mile, after a two year absence.  
The A-Team torpedoes consisting 
of Jean Marais SC, Toni Palmer and 
Greig Campbell, streaked across the 
dam in the company relay event in a 
combined time of just over 90 minutes, 
with Marais SC securing an excellent 
second place in his age category (ma-
ture, but not past it).  The rather less 
competitive B-Team, comprising Glen 
Goddard SC, Mark Bingham and his 
daughter Sarah (friends and family, 
although no friends) took consider-
ably longer in the non-company event 
but got in before the cut-off time, with 
enough energy left to find refresh-

ments.  Apparently a number of other 
KZN members swam in other teams or 
events, which they will have to report on 
themselves (or join us next year) if they 
want to be mentioned by name.  Every-
one survived and had great fun, and 

Greig Campbell, Toni Palmer & Jean Marais SC Sarah and Mark Bingham, & Glen Goddard SC

would like to extend their thanks to 
team manager and selector, Sandhya 
Mahabeer, who accompanied us.  We 
definitely intend to enter again next 
year and members are invited to join in, 
either as swimmers or supporters. A

KZN Midmar Mile report
Contributed by Glen Goddard SC
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