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Recent elevation to the Bench: 
Pieter Cornelius Bezuidenhout

Judge Bezuidenhout was born in Erme-
lo, Mpumalanga, and moved to Pieter-

maritzburg aged eight. He matriculated 
in 1972 and studied at the then University 
of Natal, Pietermaritzburg where he ob-
tained a B.Com and LLB degree.

He then joined the Department of 
Justice where he worked as a prosecutor 
and thereafter a legal adviser in its Prisons 
Directorate.

Judge Bezuidenhout joined the Pieter-
maritzburg Bar in 1985 and took silk in 
2009. His practice was varied and covered 
many aspects of law as is evident from 
the diversity of the reported judgments 
in which he was a legal representative. 
During this period he, on various occa-
sions, also acted as a Regional Magistrate 
and as a Judge. In addition he served as a 
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He also represented the KZN Bar on the 
Correctional Board and as a delegate at 
the General Council of the Bar.

He diligently served the Pietermaritz-
burg Bar through various committees over 
the years, including the Pupillage, Ethics, 
Fee Dispute, and Building Committees 
and acted as its Honorary Secretary of a 
period of 14 years. At the time of his ap-
pointment in June 2016, he was serving a 
second term as the Deputy Chair.

Members of the Pietermaritzburg Bar, 
in particular, expressed their appreciation 
to Judge Bezuidenhout for his contribu-
tion over the past 30 years and their con-
fidence that he would be an invaluable 
addition to the Judiciary. 

Judge Bezuidenhout is married to 
Amanda and they have three adult chil-
dren. When he finds time to spare he 
enjoys woodwork. 

Small Claims Court Commissioner and as 
a member and secretary of the KwaZulu-
Natal Professional Committee for Legal 
Aid. 

He further served as a Council mem-
ber of the Kwa-Zulu Natal Society of Ad-
vocates on a number of occasions, the last 
being as Deputy Chair, a role in which he 
was serving at the time of his elevation. 

Peter Blomkamp 
SC
Peter John Blom-
kamp was born 
in Cape Town, 
where he grew 
up. He attended 
Rondebosch Boys’ 
Preparatory School 
and Rondebosch 

Boys’ High School, where he matriculated 
in 1968. Having completed his compulsory 
military service in Youngsfield, Cape Town, 
Peter worked as an internal auditor, a bank 
manager’s clerk and underwent training at 
General Botha Merchant Navy Academy in 
Grainger Bay, thereafter serving on refriger-
ated ships carrying fruit from South Africa 
to ports in Europe. 

He studied at the University of Cape 
Town from 1974 to 1979, graduating with 
a BA and LLB. Peter commenced practis-
ing on 3 December 1991 at the Pieterma-
ritzburg Bar. He has been involved as an 
editor for various leading legal publica-
tions, namely Prentice-Hall Weekly Law 
Reports (1992 to December 1995), Gracies’ 
Index and Noter-up to the South African 

Law Reports (1994 to 2003), Butterworths 
Constitutional Law Reports [BCLR] (man-
aging editor 1994 to date), All South Africa 
Reports [AllSA] (consulting editor 1995-
1996). He was the Southern African Cor-
respondent for the Butterworths Human 
Rights Cases [BHRC] (1997 to 1999).

Peter is the author of the Butterworths 
Index to Constitutional Cases.

He is married, with two children; Jane, 
a former attorney with Norton Rose pres-
ently doing pupillage at the Cape Bar, 
and John, a web developer. Peter lives in 
Pietermaritzburg with his wife Hazel.

Laurence 
Combrink SC
Laurence E. Com-
brink SC graduated 
from the University 
of Free State with 
a LLB-degree in 
1995.  Thereafter 
he commenced his 
articles of clerkship 

with the law firm Brokenshaw Meyer & 
Havemann, in Pietermaritzburg.  After 
completing his articles he was admitted as 
an attorney in 1998. 

In the same year he joined the Pieter-
maritzburg Society of Advocates and holds 
chambers at 17 Prince Edward Street, Pi-
etermaritzburg. Combrink SC specialises in 
commercial work which includes general 
commercial litigation, mining disputes and 
petroleum related litigation. Combrink SC 
is married to Gaye, a qualified attorney 
and he has two children being Jéan, aged 
9, who is a learner at Cordwallace Pre-
paratory School in Pietermaritzburg and 
Léa, aged 3. Combrink SC’s other interests 
include enduro motor biking, bow hunt-
ing, fishing, spear fishing and diving.
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In Memoriam
DEVRAJ WOODHAYMAL

by Rob Mossop SC

His real name was Devraj, but no one 
at the bar called him that and he was 

universally known and loved as ‘Woody’. 
We met about seventeen years ago 

when I was a very junior advocate and 
Woody still worked for a bank. We trav-

elled to Johannessburg for a case that nev-
er seemed to end, and over this period we 
got to know each other quite well and we 
“bonded”. Later on, when Woody decided 
to become an advocate, I was honoured 
to have him as my pupil. At the end of the 
pupillage he was offered membership in 
our group, which bore testimony to the 
calibre of pupil that Woody had been as 
the group strives for excellence and is par-
ticularly selective about to whom it offers 
membership.

I also knew Woody as a friend. He 
was dependable, even-tempered and easy 
going. I never saw him in a bad mood 
or angry. He was always optimistic and 
positive, with a smile on his face and 
a chuckle in his voice, except of course 
when addressing the court. Even when 
he experienced ill health towards the 
end of his life, his disposition did not 
change and he made light of his difficul-
ties. I know that this was partly because 

of Woody’s particular personal make-up 
and partly because of the love and sup-
port he received from his wife Rekha and 
son Vibhav (of whom he was immensely 
proud), for which support we thank them 
and to whom we extend our support and 
condolences.

Woody was a successful advocate with 
a busy practice. His experience in the legal 
profession generally was a great asset to 
him and when he accepted a brief he pre-
pared properly, considered all the angles 
and applied his accumulated wisdom to the 
matter. He was as willing to give profession-
al advice when needed, as he was to take it.

Woody was loved by his colleagues. 
He was a constant burst of sunshine and 
we, the members of Advocate’s Group 13, 
were particularly lucky and privileged to 
have known him. We, and the Durban bar, 
will miss his presence. He passed away in 
December 2016.

Rest in peace Woody.

2016 Durban Pupils
Back row (left to right):Jabulisa Malinga, Camilla Du Toit, Gareth Randles, Michelle Jaipal, Cebisa 
Ngongoma, Deneshvin Govender, Elad Mizrachi, Greig Andrew Campbell, Toni Palmer, David Aldworth
Front row (left to right): Cornelia Van Reenen, Sibusiso Tshangana, Carina Jacob, Muhammad 
Zakaria Suleman Absent: Owen Subban

2016 Pietermaritzburg pupils 
Left to right: Maarten Braun, Ntokozo Gumede, Nick Hainsworth, Siyabonga 
Ngcobo, Kiren Bhagwandeen Absent: Simphiwe Mlotshwa

Between Durban and Pi-
etermaritzburg, there were 

22 pupils in 2016, twenty one 
pupils completed pupillage and 
commenced practice this year.  
The KZN Society of Advocates 
is grateful to its members who 
assisted the pupils during their 
pupillages. Our new members 
are wished every success in their 
practices. They are:

DURBAN Pupils: 
•	 Cebisa	Ngongoma,	formerly	a	candidate	attorney;
•	 Camilla	Du	Toit,	formerly	an	attorney;
•	 Muhammad	Zakaria	Suleman,	formerly	a	clerk	of	

the Constitutional Court;
•	 Carina	Jacob,	formerly	an	attorney;
•	 Toni	Palmer,	formerly	a	clerk	of	the	Consti	tutional	

Court;
•	 Jabulisa	Malinga,	formerlya	member	of	the	Na-

tional Bar Council of South Africa;
•	 Greig	Andrew	Campbell,	formerly	a	candidate	

attorney;
•	 David	Aldworth,	formerly	an	attorney;
•	 Owen	Subban,	formerly	a	public	prose	cutor;
•	 Elad	Mizrachi,	formerly	a	candidate	attor	ney;
•	 Gareth	Randles,	formerly	an	attorney

•	 Deneshvin	Govender,	formerly	a	candidate	attor-
ney;

•	 Sibusiso	Tshangana,	formerly	an	attorney;
•	 Cornelia	Van	Reenen;
•	 Michelle	Jaipal.

PIETERMARITZBURG Pupils
•	 Maarten	Braun,	admitted	as	an	attorney;
•	 Cyril	Mlotshwa,	formerly	with	the	Natio	nal	Pros-

ecuting Authority;
•	 Ntokozo	Gumede,	formerly	a	candidate	attorney;
•	 Kiren	Bagwandeen,	formerly	an	attorney;
•	 Nicholas	Michael	Hainsworth,	formerly	an	attor-

ney;
•	 Siyabonga	Humphrey	Ngcobo,	formerly	a	state	

advocate in the National Prose cuting Authority. A

NEW MEMBERS 
By Toni Palmer


