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Our Bar Constitution provides that 
the Annual General Meeting is to be 

held on a date to be determined by the Bar 
Council. This year it will be held only after 
the deadline for this issue of Advocate, so 
I cannot advise yet who will be elected to 
the new Bar Council for 2017 – 2018. How-
ever, transformation is high on our agenda 
and I believe we will see a Council with a 
majority of (if not all) female members and 
a female chair. This is not necessarily trans-
formation however. It is perhaps more in 
line with that custom practised from time 
immemorial by bee colonies in their hives.

Yet again it is time to say goodbye to 
several more members and associate mem-
bers. In the last issue I reported that Tiny 
Seboka and Hennie du Plessis (members) 
had resigned, whilst three associates had 
discontinued their association. I mention 

this because it appears to be a developing 
trend at this Bar. Within the short space of 
a month, three of our senior counsel (that’s 
60%) resigned full membership and were 
granted associate status. Sejako Senatle 
SC, Lawrence Lever SC, and Blackie Swart 
SC are the members concerned. Sejako’s 
health could be better, Lawrence continues 
to act as judge in the Northern Cape Divi-
sion and Blackie is mainly busy finishing 
his ocean going catamaran pending his 
imminent retirement to the Caribbean.

Then two of our more senior juniors 
resigned. Harold Masilo has joined the 
Polokwane Bar and Ken Chwaro has left 
to practise in Pretoria. Ken Chwaro has 
retained his associate status though.

To fill this void we have the addition 
to our membership of two pupils, Zelda 
Williams and ‘Poppy’ Dichaba and also 

the return to the fold of former member, 
Thabile Mpshe.

These movements might not be ex-
traordinary at the large Bars, but it should 
be remembered that our membership 
hovers, at best, around the high teens. 
Add to this the fact that several of our full 
members also conduct a major part of 
their practices in other parts of the North 
West Province, then I think I am justified 
in saying that this Bar has lost experience 
that it can ill afford.

Not all is doom and gloom however. 
It seems that after 21 years of delibera-
tion, the jurisdiction of the North West 
Provincial Division is at last to be aligned 
with the de facto Provincial borders and 
that the Klerksdorp and Potchefstroom 
areas will resort where they have always 
belonged. A

Mpumalanga
Nathi Gaisa

MPUMALANGA SOCIETY OF 
ADVOCATES
The Mpumalanga Society of Advocates 
started operating from its new Chambers 
on 1 February 2017. 

The Chambers, situated at 97 Van 
Rensburg Street, Mbombela (Nelspruit) 
(tel 015 291 2116) are occupied by the 34 
members of the Mpumalanga Bar, five of 
whom are Senior Counsel:
•	 William	Mokhare	SC	(Chairperson)
•	 Rudolph	Jansen	SC	(Deputy	Chair)
•	 Rean	Strydom	SC
•	 Themba	Skosana	SC
•	 Modise	Khoza	SC

The members of the Mpumalanga Bar 
Council are : 
•	 William	Mokhare	SC	(Chairperson)
•	 Rudolph	Jansen	SC	(Deputy	Chair)
•	 Mxolisi	Zondo
•	 Makhosi	Gwala
•	 K	Lengane
•	 Nkosikhona	Gama	(Honorary	 

Secretary)
•	 J	Maisela	(Assistant	Honorary	 

Secretary)

Mokhare SC said that the first pupillage 
intake for the Mpumalanga Bar is six pu-
pils who regularly receive lectures from 
members of the Mpumalanga Bar.  

“The Bar opened in Mpumalanga in 
order to give the people of this Province 
well trained and competent advocates 
to assist them in their matters,” added 
Mokhare SC. A
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