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WOMEN IN SENIOR LIMPOPO 
DIVISION POSTS

Two women lawyers have recently 
been promoted to senior positions 

in the Limpopo Division of the High 
Court.

They are Judge Makgutla Semenya, 
who is the second woman to sit  on the 
Polokwane Bench, and Mokgadi Phas-
wane who was appointed Chief Reg-
istrar for the whole division. Advocate 
Representative at the Polokwane Bar,  
Nathi Gaisa, interviewed both for this 
‘Women in law’ issue.

Other Polokwane news is that Chief 
Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng has an-
nounced that the division is to get its 
own Labour Court and Labour Appeal 
Court.

Ntombizanele Ndlokovane has had 
an acting appointment on the Polok-
wane Bench.

JUDGE MATSARO SEMENYA

Newly appointed to the Limpopo 
Bench is Judge Matsaro Semenya 

who was born at Kwa-Thema, Springs 
in 1961, but was raised in Mahwelereng, 
Mokopane.

She matriculated at Gojela High School 
in 1979. She then went on to obtain her 
B.Juris degree from the University of the 
North (now the University of Limpopo) 
in 1985. She went on to complete her LLB 
degree through UNISA in 2003.

Her working career began in 1985 
when shortly after completing her B.Juris 
degree, she was employed as the State 
Prosecutor by the Department of Justice 
in the then Lebowa Government. She was 
based at Mankweng Magistrates Court.

Shortly thereafter she was transferred 
to Mahwelereng Magistrates Court where 
she continued to work as a State Prosecu-
tor until 1991 when she was appointed a 
Magistrate at the District Court.

In 2003 she was appointed as a Senior 
Magistrate and Judicial Head of the Ses-
hego Magistrates Court. Simultaneously she 
also held the position of Sub-Regional Head 
of Seshego, Polokwane, Mokopane, Mah-
welereng and Bochum Magistrates offices.

In 2004 she was appointed as the Re-
gional Court Magistrate until 2017 when 
she elevated to the Bench at the Polokwane 
Division of the High Court.

Did she think it possible that one day 
she could be a High Court Judge? “Initially 
I thought the possibility was too remote, 
particularly because of our history. The 
encouragement I received from many 
practitioners, prosecutors and interpreters I 
worked with made me believe in myself”.

Judge Semenya opines that practition-
ers should accept that women are equally 
competent. “Punctuality and readiness to 
proceed with trials will greatly assist in the 
finalisation of cases without undue delays.”

To the Polokwane Division of the High 
Court, Judge Semenya brings with her the 
experience that “I gathered throughout 
the years I spent in the lower Courts. I am 

also a second female Judge in the Divi-
sion which is good for gender equity and 
women empowerment”.

For those who aspire to ascend to the 
Bench, Judge Semenya advises that “all 
you have to do is to dedicate yourself to 
the work allocated to you and to keep 
abreast of new developments in the field of 
law. A word of caution, be prepared to live 
like a hermit and to work like a horse”. 

Having spent 30 years in a criminal 
Court, “it goes without saying that criminal 
law is my speciality”, she declares. “I also 
have an interest in family law and human 
rights related matters”.

Her advice to practitioners is that “liti-
gants must know their cases and confine 
themselves to the issues to be decided 
upon. Parties in appeals must always read 
case records as incomplete records are 
struck from the Roll, which is not always in 
the interests of justice. Only relevant docu-
ments must be filed”.

For practitioners who are eager to suc-
ceed she cautions “dedication and prepar-
edness is the key”.

Judge Semenya is a mother of 3 major 
children and she prefers to grow her own 
vegetables. She is a Christian and sings in 
the Church choir. A

CHIEF REGISTRAR MOKGADI 
PHASWANE

Recently 
appointed 

Chief Registrar 
of the Limpopo 
High Court 
Mokgadi Phas-
wane was born 
in Praktiseer 
in Burgersfort, 
Limpopo and 
is the third 
child out of 

four siblings. After matriculating in Derek 
Kobe, she proceeded to the University of 
the North, Turfloop (now University of 
Limpopo) where she completed her B.Proc 
degree. She further completed a Diploma 
in Office Management in 2008 at the Uni-
versity of the Western Cape.

Her other responsibilities are to sup-
port and manage the Local Division in 

Thohoyandou. “I do have a heavy work 
load in Polokwane, however, in 2017 I 
plan to work in Thohoyandou at least 
once per month,” she says.

Even with a lot of challenges that she 
faces on a day to day, she always finds a 
way to deliver work when it is needed.

“Advice I would give to other legal prac-
titioners is always to ensure that your file is 
ready a day before the Roll closes. Always 
be on time for urgent applications. Should 
you run late, notify the Judge’s Clerk before 
the time and always comply with the Lim-
popo Division Practice Directive.”

“Outside of work I love playing; yes, I 
still play mgusha (skipping robe) with my 
10-year-old and watch cartoons with the 
children. I love nature walks, sight- see-
ing, reading and I am currently reading 
four religious books with my teen class 
at church. Going to church is also one of 
my favourite things to do because it puts 
everything in perspective for me.”


