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When you started out as a lawyer, did you always aspire to be 
a judge?
I started as a lawyer at the height of apartheid. At that time it 
didn’t appear that we would achieve democracy at the time we 
achieved it. As a result I did not aspire to be a Judge at that time.

What would you say to your 20-year-old self now?
I would say focus on education, work hard and help others 
where you can.

What are you passionate about?
I am passionate about education, justice and contributing to the 
upliftment of the poor.

What’s your favourite art work at the Constitutional Court and 
why?
I appreciate the beauty of the art  in general. There isn’t a par-
ticular art work that stands out as my favourite at this point.

JSC interviews can be tough and also fun - which interview or 
moment in an interview stands out for you and why?
It is when I was interviewed in 2000 for the position of Judge 
President of the Labour Appeal Court and Labour Court. Some 
member of the JSC, who did not agree with a judgment I had 
written, wanted to engage in a debate with me on whether the 
judgment was right or wrong. Either the then Chief Justice , the 
late Justice Mahomed, or Justice Chaskalson, made it clear that 
whether the judgment was right or wrong did not matter if it 
was not so wrong that it made the candidate unsuitable for ap-

pointment. The member then abandoned the issue. It was made 
clear that you cannot use the argument that the candidate’s 
judgment may be wrong as the basis to say he is not suitable for 
the position. You will have to show much more than that.

Which person has had the biggest impact on your legal career - 
as a teacher or mentor - and why?
Mrs Victoria Mxenge had a great impact on my legal career be-
cause of the confidence she showed in me when I started out 
as her articled clerk. She effectively asked me to establish  her 
firm’s labour law department.

What are you reading at the moment?
At this stage I don’t have much scope to read for leisure.

Best three books of all time?
I can only give two books. These two books I read many years 
ago but from time to time I revisit them. They are both by Dale 
Carnegie. They are: How to STOP WORRYING and START LIV-
ING and HOW TO WIN FRIENDS & INFLUENCE PEOPLE.

When CJ gives just 30 minutes for lunch break during a hear-
ing, what do you eat?
It depends on what is available but quite often it’s sandwiches. 
This because of the limited time.

Chiefs or Pirates?
Chiefs.

Deputy Chief Justice
Raymond Zondo
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