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Power asserts itself in strange ways. 
When it is political, and concentrated 

in the hands of a single office, it tends to 
end up doing things Fly would rather it 
did not. Benign power is an oxymoron 
of sorts. The more murky the basis of the 
power, the less easily circumscribed, the 
more it tends to get out of hand.

When a benign office, with a benign 
name, occupied by a benign incumbent, 
appeared to be trying to keep Leviathan 
in check, where this entailed at least a per-
ilous swim in the waters of government, 
there seemed little reason not to celebrate 
the courage, the apparent fidelity to the 
duties of the office, and the wisdom of 
its creation. When she decreed that the 
King must “pay back the money”, Fly (like 
many others) wondered what the highest 
court would make of this decree, given 
the King’s understandable interroga-
tory “says who?” Fly, for one, was a tad 
surprised by what appeared, if through a 
glass darkly, to be the highest court saying 
it was She Who Must Be Obeyed.

Others can vouch for this. Among the 
din of popping corks of Moët, Fly won-
dered aloud what precise sort of power 
this office was now held to wield, and 
whether this did not potentially make it 
one of the most powerful offices in the 
realm. Investigate something, anything, 
consider what the best solution would be, 
and issue a decree. And the Word be-
comes Law. That’s pretty awesome power. 
Fly had fantasies about this sort of thing 
as a child.

Fly is still wondering, as, even for one 
attracted to gloom, the glass on which 
the court wrote was very dark and the 

pronouncements behind it, on the precise 
nature of the power, were somewhat in 
the nature of the prophecies of Nostrada-
mus – versatile in their sweep of possibil-
ity. But whatever the precise degree of 
law (and hence of power) held to have 
attached to decrees from that office, and 
in whatever exact circumstances these 
were held to compel obedience, and from 
whomever precisely, there was certainly 
something decidedly real in what Austin 
himself would have recognised as the 
authority the court bestowed upon the 
office that day.

Civil society institutions and watch-
dogs, on the whole, often occupy the role 
in modern democracies of the Chorus 
in the Greek tragedy, or the soothsayer 
moaning “beware the ides of March” – 
known to bring true sobering perspective 
to things, but liable to get trodden on if 
they get in the way or make too much 
noise. They never seem to make anything 
happen, just to wail about what does hap-
pen. Not so the Protector. She sayeth not 
just sooth, but law.

Capture is a concept much employed 
in these parts nowadays. It may be inac-

curate or unfair to apply it to the office, 
or maybe premature. Be that as it may, it 
was, nevertheless, bound to occur to those 
wielding more traditional forms of politi-
cal power that there was some market 
share that wanted defending from a new 
player, and there were potential syner-
gies to be created by the elimination of 
what those antitrust economists liked to 
call double marginalisation.  In short, the 
market seemed to cry out for some M and 
A activity.

And so there now issued a call, from 
the same office, for money to be “paid 
back” in, well, what some may call a 
different direction. For good measure, 
left field delivered itself of somewhat 
unorthodox advice concerning the more 
appropriate focus for the Big Bank than 
the traditional. The tune sounded famil-
iar and borrowed; the piper cut a certain 
ominous silhouette. Splutters ruined 
delightful draughts of Moët. “Says who?” 
was the indignant cry. 

Well, was it not She Who Must be 
Obeyed? Maybe not. Fly is still wonder-
ing, and peering at the glass. Well might it 
yet be that the glass was so dark. A

Solutions Down
1.  PORTEND
2.  ONCE
3.  STERLING
4.  CAPTURE
5.  DOCTOR

Solutions Across
1.  TPD
2.  PROTECTOR
3.  INFLATION
4.  PROGRESSIVE
5.  PERSONS
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