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The Advocate for Transformation National (AFT), 
an organization of advocates that champions the 

radical transformation of the advocates profession 
rejected the apology pronounced by Sihle Zikalala, 
Chairman of the Kwa-Zulu Natal provincial ANC last 
night.

Zikalala was responding to criticism from National 
Association of Democratic Lawyers (Nadel), a legal 
body that represents attorneys which objected to him 
labelling Advocate Ngcukaitobi ‘counter revolution-
ary’ for representing his political opponents at the 
Pietermaritzburg High Court whereas he had previ-
ously represented the EFF. In his response to Nadel’s 
criticism,  Zikalala was quoted as saying “ I welcome 
their comments as part of a constructive engagement 
and wish to make it clear that my comments were in 
relation to ANC comrades that using someone who 
has consistently represented other political parties 
against the ANC and its government.”

In a statement released this morning, the AFT 
said that Zikalala should issue an unequivocal retrac-
tion instead of issuing a half-hearted response. What 
concerns us the most is that the utterances of such a 
senior leader seek to undermine the very essence and 
fabric of the advocates’ profession, namely the inde-
pendence of each practitioner.

We would like place on record that according to 
our professional ethics, any person, no matter how 
grievous the crime that person is alleged to have 
committed; and however unpopular they may be 
politically; such person is entitled to the services of 
an advocate who is available to take the case; and it is 
unethical of an advocate who is available to refuse to 
take the case on the basis that the practitioner disap-
proves of the litigant’s behaviour.

The AFT therefore objects in the strongest terms to 
anyone placing labels such as ‘counter-revolutionary’ 
or ‘EFF lawyer’ on any of its members on the basis 
that such member may have represented someone 
or some organisation. Zikalala’s pronouncement and 
his subsequent half- hearted apology clearly betray 
his ignorance of the protocols of the advocates’ pro-
fession in a democratic context where advocates are 
regarded as officers of the court. As such, it is AFT’s 
considered view that nothing short of an unequivocal 
retraction of his criticism of Ngcukaitobi for represent-
ing Zikalala’s political opponents would sufficiently 
exonerate him. A 

- AFT Media statement of 20 August 2017
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