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On 22 September 2017 the Northern 
Cape Bar bid farewell to retired 

Judge President F Diale Kgomo and wel-
comed incoming Judge President Lazarus 
Pule Tlaletsi at a cocktail function held at 
the Kimberley Club. 

Master of Ceremonies Willem Coetzee 
SC highlighted the illustrious career of 
Judge President Kgomo, spanning almost 
40 years, as well as Judge Kgomo’s interests 
outside of the law. Judge Kgomo began his 
career in 1969 as a clerk of the Magistrate’s 
Court and interpreter and worked his 
way through the ranks of the Magistrate’s 
Court, eventually serving as a Regional 
Court Magistrate until 1986. He was then 
called to the Bar, serving his pupilage un-
der (now Judge) Phillip Boruchowitz, and 
thereafter was a member of the North West 
Bar until 1998. Judge Kgomo then relocated 

to Kimberley, where he was first appointed 
as an Acting Judge in the Northern Cape 
Division, and thereafter to a permanent 
position on the Bench from 1 November 
1998. Judge Kgomo was appointed Judge 
President of the Northern Cape Division 
on 1 November 2001, in which position he 
served until 17 July 2017.

Judge Kgomo will especially be re-
membered for his judgments in two 
landmark cases dealing with equality 
and the rights of parties in homosexual 
relationships. During his tenure he played 
a major role in the transformation of the 
Northern Cape Bench, and also mentored 
and trained many aspirant and serving 
judges. The Northern Cape Bar thanked 
Judge Kgomo for the valuable contribu-
tion he has made to the Judiciary and 
conveyed our sincere appreciation for the 

good relations that he fostered with the 
Bar during his tenure.

The Bar was privileged to welcome in-
coming Judge President Tlaletsi, who was 
appointed Judge President of the Northern 
Cape Division on 17 September 2017. Judge 
President Tlaletsi, subsequent to practicing 
as an attorney, was first appointed as an 
Acting Judge and thereafter as Judge of the 
Northern Cape Division from 1 November 
2003. Since being elevated to the Bench, he 
has also served in the  positions of Judge, 
Acting Deputy Judge President, Deputy 
Judge President of the High Court and 
later Acting Judge President of the Labour 
Court as well as Acting Judge in the Labour 
Appeal Court. The Bar looks forward to 
continuing the already sound relation-
ship that has been established with Judge 
 President Tlaletsi. A 
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