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On 24 May 2017, an honorary degree doctor legum was con-
ferred upon Altus Joubert SC, of the Johannesburg Bar, 

by the North-West University “in recognition of his excellence 
as an academic and legal practitioner, international status and 
recognition, contribution to the law and education, community 
involvement and special connection with the faculty of law at the 
North-West University.”

Joubert is a well-known and respected figure at the Johan-
nesburg Bar. He took the degrees BA and LLB at the University 
of Stellenbosch, an MBA at UCT, and an LLM cum laude from 
Potchefstroom and a second LLM from the Łazarski University, 
Warsaw.

From 2001 to 2004, he was a professor in public law at the 
University of Stellenbosch and, for the past 15 years he has 
served as a professor of law at the University of Potchefstroom, 
now the North-West University.  More than 100 masters students 
have studied under him and graduated with an LLM in Import 
and Export Law. About half the students were from South Africa, 
the rest have come from a host of other Sub-Saharan countries.

Joubert SC commenced practice at the Johannesburg Bar in 
1981 and took silk in 1993. He has appeared in 72 cases reported 
in the official law reports, 27 of them in the Supreme Court of 
Appeal. He has, moreover, appeared or consulted in 19 foreign 
jurisdictions and served as chairman of the Johannesburg Bar 
Council in 2001–2002. For an unbroken stint of 23 years, he has 
lectured to pupils at the Johannesburg Bar, accounting for more 
than 70% of all its present members. Since 1996 he has, from time 
to time, served as an acting judge of the High Court and, for a 
few years, was a director of AFSA.

For the past 16 years he has been chairman of the Manage-
ment Committee of the Maisels Group of Advocates at the Johan-
nesburg Bar.

Yet, his gaze has been much wider than just Johannesburg 
and indeed South Africa. Over the past 10 years, Joubert SC has 
been a visiting professor at the National University of Ulaanbaa-
tar, Mongolia, the University of Ryazan, in Russia, the Odessa 
National Law Academy in the Ukraine and the State University 
of Saint Petersburg. In December 2017, he will be lecturing at the 
Jagiellonian University of Krakow, Poland. He has also spoken on 
various legal topics at symposia held at Santiago, in Chile, Whis-
tler, in Canada, Alyeska, in Alaska, and Tehran, in Iran.

His community involvement includes having, since 2005, 
been chairman of the Board of Governors of Jan Celliers private 
school.

Together with his brother, he created and co-owns the cel-
ebrated Heart of Cape Town Museum, thus preserving the herit-
age of the first human heart transplant.

In the 2005–2015, Joubert SC was first chairman of the South 
African Thoroughbred Association, and, thereafter, the chairman 
of the South African National Horseracing Authority.

He led South African delegations at international conferences 
held in Tokyo, Melbourne, Calgary, Dubai, Sydney, Hong Kong 
and Paris, arguing South Africa’s case on many issues relating to 
thoroughbred breeding, the international transport of horses and 
quarantine, disease control, international competition, the status 
of graded races and many other related matters.

As if his roster is not full enough, he also breeds thorough-
breds – and farms with olives.

At the celebratory luncheon after the conferral of the honor-
ary degree, Joubert SC addressed the illustrious audience. He 
said inter alia the following:

“We all know that a civilized society needs doctors and audi-
tors, engineers, scientists, bankers, educationalists, captains of 
industry and others to function well. However, the imperative 
of a well-functioning, reliable, clean legal system has all too 
often been overlooked, or not given due weight. Without the 
law no-one will be able to enter into a contract of any kind. 
No-one will be able to buy a car or a house, for no credit will 
be granted without the bank having protection of the law. 
There could be no transfer of property, no inheritance will be 
protected and no unlawful conduct will be visited with legal 
sanction. No copyright or patent will be recognized or pro-
tected. Companies could not be registered and limited liability 
honoured. Worse still, no-one would be able to walk the streets 
without fearing assault or unlawful arrest. Such a world would 
be, in short, uncivilized at the most basic level. None of us 
would want to live in it.

South Africa has a long and proud tradition of an inde-
pendent and competent judiciary. The judiciary was once 
hampered by the principle of the supremacy of Parliament, but 
the Bill of Rights in our new constitution has given the Bench 
extensive powers to reach much further that before. We all 
have, especially in the recent past, seen the fruits thereof.

A brutally independent and courageous judiciary, bar and 
side-bar have fearlessly guarded our Constitution and have 
been standing tall against the excesses of a corrupt executive. 
They have done the country proud and all of us can draw cour-
age from that.” A 
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