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IN MEMORIUM
JOHN TENNANT WHITEHEAD SC

The Grahamstown bar was saddened to 
learn of the passing of our former col-
league and leader, John Whitehead. 

Born in Burgersdorp where his father 
was an attorney, John was educated at 
Queens College and Rhodes University. 
After completing his articles at Espin and 
Espin in Grahamstown, John joined the 
firm of Randell and Bax in East London, 
which in a subsequent amalgamation 
merger with the firms Addelson, Kirk & 
Moolman and Norton, Gale & Kingon 
formed the new firm the Bax Partner-
ship. According to George Randell’s work 
“Gentlemen of the Law” this was, at the 
time, the second biggest law firm in the 
Eastern Cape.

John developed an excellent reputa-
tion as a litigation lawyer, and a former 
member of the bar who was briefed by 
John has stated: “It was ever a pleasure 
for me to be briefed by him. His briefs 
were always comprehensive and well pre-
pared and researched. His contributions 
to the conduct of trials and applications 
were consistently invaluable.”

In addition to his commitment to his 
practice, John was a civic-minded individ-
ual, as his involvement in the Rotary Club 
of Beacon Bay and the establishment of 
the National Sea Rescue Institute’s Station 
7 in East London made clear. 

In 1984, he moved to Grahamstown 
and, after completing his pupillage, soon 
established a large practice at the bar. He 
was fully committed to the advocates’ 

profession, serving in due course as the 
chairman of the Eastern Cape Society of 
Advocates, and as a member of the Na-
tional Bar Examination Board. His letters 
patent were awarded in 1993. Notwith-
standing his excellent contribution as 
an acting Judge, litigants in the Eastern 
Cape were deprived of the benefits of an 
incisive and widely experienced mind 
when John’s nomination for judicial ap-
pointment was rejected by the Judicial 
Service Commission, apparently for want 
of “struggle credentials”. John’s commit-
ment to his practice remained complete, 
with a little time taken off in the pursuit of 
hiking and golf. In Grahamstown, he also 
assisted with the chartering of a second 
Rotary club. 

To us at the bar, his announcement of 
his intended retirement was unexpected 
and sudden. He retired to Pringle Bay, 
where his energy soon saw him involved 
in the ratepayers’ association, of which 
he became chairman, and an enthusiastic 
driver of the Pringle Bay hack. His retire-
ment allowed him time to spend with his 
children and grandchildren, for which his 
commitment to his practice had left little 
opportunity.

John was a fine and dedicated lawyer, 
a loyal colleague, a man of impeccable 
integrity, and most importantly, a gentle-
man. Our condolences and best wishes 
go to his widow, Kate, his children and 
grandchildren. 

ANNUAL DINNER
The annual dinner of the Eastern 
Cape Society of Advocates was held at 
the Wyvern in Grahamstown on the 
evening of 26 January 2018. Torquil 
Paterson SC emceed the event, which 
was well attended by members of the 
Bar and the Bench. The guest speaker 
was Mr Vusi Pikoli, who spoke on the 
need to foster an inclusive and toler-
ant society in South Africa. 

ACTING APPOINTMENT
Sarah Sephton has been appointed as 
an acting Judge of the Eastern Cape 
during the first court term.

BAR COUNCIL
At the AGM Niel Schoeman SC, 
David de la Harpe, Kerryn Watt and 
Thandwefika Mgidlana were elected 
as members to the Bar Council. 

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome four new members who 
successfully completed pupillage in 
2017 and wish them all the best for 
their careers at the Bar.

Odwa Makiwane completed her LLB 
at the Walter Sisulu University and 
practised as an attorney before com-
mencing pupillage.

Steph Stretch completed her LLB at 
Rhodes University in Grahamstown 
before commencing pupillage.

Lubabalo Ntlokwana completed his 
LLB at the University of the Western 
Cape before commencing pupillage.

Julian Barker completed his LLB at 
Rhodes University in Grahamstown 
before commencing pupillage. A


