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FROM THE EDITOR

In the April edition I wrote how we, in the media, were still reeling from 
some of the major political changes we had just experienced – particu-
larly the departures from incumbency of former Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe and former South African president Jacob Zuma.
We have all now had some time to take stock and, in this edition, two 
of our forum articles reflect on these events. The article A Coup de Grace 
by Tererai Mafukidze is a fascinating history of Zimbabwe - a history I 

believe South Africans ignore at their peril. The other by Max du Plessis SC, Andreas 
Coutsoudis and Jabu Thobela-Mkhulisi looks at how South Africa’s Constitution was 
“stress-tested” by the Zuma years; and how it passed the test. 

The authors recount some of the significant court cases brought against gov-
ernment over the last decade. Having been a legal reporter through much of this 
period, I can only agree that the Constitution has been a powerful weapon in the 
hands of those who sought to hold the executive to account. 

Though this weapon was often wielded by opposition parties and civil society 
organisations – formations that were not the democratic choice of the majority of 
South Africans – still the majority of South Africans defended these organisations’ 
right to approach the courts, and the outcomes of their cases.

The article also mentions the Public Protector, an institution that – in the Zuma 
years and under former Public Protector Thuli Madonsela – took up residence in the 
hearts of South Africans. 

As the authors say: “People defend institutions which defend them”.
Which makes one wonder what has happened to the other Chapter Nine insti-

tutions – particularly the Gender Commission. We read daily about women being 
beaten and killed by their intimate partners, being raped, sexually assaulted and 
harassed. There is a crucial national conversation needed on gender and gender 
based violence - yet the Gender Commission, which should be leading the conver-
sation, doesn’t seem even to be in it.  

As a journalist, I had for years wanted to write about sexual harassment in 
the legal community. I would spend time with women lawyers and be left open-
mouthed by the stories they told me. But whenever I would try and persuade them 
to let me write about it, the fear that it would end their careers was palpable. I 
knew the fear was not misplaced. So I never did.

But I see from the bar news that women at the Johannesburg Bar recently iden-
tified sexual harassment as one of the two biggest obstacles for women at the bar. 
If this is so across bars in South Africa, it seems that this conversation is also needed 
urgently amongst the readers of this publication. As the editor, I offer these pages to 
the discussion, if they will help.

Lastly I must address three errors in the April edition of Advocate. The first was 
that the tribute to the late Frikkie Eloff J was written by his son Chris Eloff, not by 
Fritz as stated. We sincerely apologise for the error. Secondly in Jean Meiring’s re-
cordal and edit of the late Fanie Cilliers SC in his own words, the article referred to 
appellate division justice Oscar Calgan. It was meant to read Oscar Galgut. Finally, 
our editorial note on the mediation between the General Council of the Bar and the 
Johannesburg Bar referred to amendments adopted at the GCB’s annual general 
meeting in July 2017. However, the amendments that are subject to mediation 
were passed by an GCB executive committee meeting following  the AGM. We 
regret the errors. A

The editor contributes to Advocate as an autonomous author. The views she expresses 
are entirely her own, and do not purport to represent any view or position of Advocate or 
of the GCB.


