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CAPE BAR CRICKET UPDATE
Roelof Steyn & Patrick MacKenzie

The Cape Bar’s 2018 cricket season has 
gotten off to a bumpy start with two 

losses. The first match was played on 27 
January 2018 at the Western Province 
Cricket Club against the Indians. Given 
its disastrous previous game at WPCC 
(and the decision to bat first) they opted to 
maximize the bounce and swing by bowl-
ing first. 

Alas, the pitch turned out to be slow 
and low.

Cooke, with his bag full of tricks, did 
a sterling job bowling into the wind and 
keeping the batsmen guessing. Peter “Sur-
prise Element” Coston also picked up a vital 
wicket, bouncing out Bell, the opposing 
team’s opening batsman, for 90. 

The team’s opening combination 
proved to be a good one, with Smittie 
bludgeoning boundaries (despite his al-
leged cramps) and Bozalek J providing the 
necessary stability. Cooke, sporting a brand 
new Adidas bat, exuded cool confidence. 
Optimism was indeed high that Cooke and 
Smittie might just take the team all the way. 

Unfortunately, this was not to be as 
Smittie (28), Cooke (25) and Steyn (30) 
could not capitalize on promising starts. 
Despite some rear guard action by Walters 
(17), the team unfortunately fell short by 76 
runs, being bowled out for 142 in the last 
over.

The second game was played on 10 
February 2018 against Groot-Draak. Upon 
arrival, the team was greeted by a wet 
pitch. The decision was thus made to play 
on an alternative pitch, which they were 
immediately told is the oldest pitch in the 
county (and reminded thereof frequently 
afterwards). 

Contrary to the tradition of the visit-
ing side batting first, the teams flipped a 
coin… The team won the toss and decided 
to bowl. Newcomer Fuller showed off 
his bowling skills with some exceptional 
control, but was very unlucky not to pick 
up an early wicket or two. (Although, in 
all fairness, he was faced with two open-
ing batsmen who should clearly be plying 

their trade in league cricket and not social 
games!) More than 150 runs later, the one 
(fortunately) retired on 84 and the other 
continued to an unbeaten 100.

With Steyn being smashed out of the 
bowling attack, it afforded Montzinger an 
opportunity to terrorise the hosts as slow-
bowler. Blue armband and an attitude to 
match, Montzinger (a la  Shane Warne) 
warned the batsman what he was going 
to bowl, how he would get them out and 
how he intended celebrating after. Bar-
ring one unfortunate last over, Montzinger 
proved vital in stemming the run flow, 
and brought the team into the game with 
its first wicket. Groot-Draak ended on an 
intimidating 270.

The visitors dared a momentary hope 
that their hosts were more adept batsmen 
rather than bowlers. This hope was soon 
dashed upon being met by the host team’s 
devastating openers, swinging and seam-
ing the ball in and out at will. The score-

board soon reflected 12/4. 
Montzinger brought his batting skills 

to bear, too. After a “warm” welcome by the 
fielding side, Montzinger piped back (after 
genuinely edging the ball through the slips) 
that their field placing left much to be de-
sired. He took some flak for that comment. 
He nevertheless proved his point (after he 
struck a four) and remarked that the host’s 
fielders should “take a picture and paint a 
portrait”. Montzinger continued to back-up 
the talk with some delightful shots.

The team was eventually bowled out 
for a respectable 122, with Steyn grinding 
out an unbeaten 39 and invaluable con-
tributions made by Montzinger (19) and 
Viljoen (13).

It must also be said that the team 
spirit is one to commend: despite being up 
against a veritable machine (one that was 
perhaps too well-oiled), the team held their 
heads high, with all members having given 
it their all throughout the match. 

“Given its disas-
trous  previous 
game at WPCC 
(and the decision 
to bat first) they 
opted to  maximize 
the bounce and 
swing by bowling 
first.”
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After a slight delay, having received 
their Letters Patent with effect from 

10 March 2018, the Cape Bar boasts with 
six new silks. They are Peter Corbett SC, 
Diane Davis SC, Johan de Waal SC, Ashley 
Kantor SC, Thabani Masuku SC and Mark 
Seale SC.

Corbett SC obtained his BA and 
LLB from the University of Cape Town. 
Thereafter he obtained his LLM from the 
University of London. He was admitted as 
an attorney in 1986 and was called to the 
Cape Bar in 1988. He is a specialist in medi-
cal negligence, personal injury and the law 
of delict more generally. 

Davis SC obtained her BA and LLB 
(magna cum laude) from the University of 
Cape Town. She was admitted as an at-
torney in 1991 and was called to the Cape 
Bar in 1994. She was admitted as a solicitor 
of England and Wales in 2009. She is also 
a certified mediator and arbitrator in both 
South Africa and the UK. More recently, 

Davis SC has accepted an appointment 
to act in the Western Cape Division of the 
High Court.

De Waal SC obtained his BComm and 
LLB (cum laude) degrees from the Univer-
sity of Stellenbosch. Thereafter he obtained 
his LLM (magna cum laude) from the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame. De Waal enjoyed 
a successful academic career culminating 
in his joinder as an associate member of 
the Cape Bar in 2000. The call of practice 
proved too strong and he was called to the 
Cape Bar, as a full member, in 2002. He has 
published widely on the topic of human 
rights and is the co-author of The Bill of 
Rights Handbook.

Kantor SC obtained his B Bus Sci 
(Hons) from the University of Cape Town. 
He thereafter obtained a dual LLM from 
the University of Cape Town and Cam-
bridge University. He successfully complet-
ed his articles of clerkship with Sonnen-
berg Hofmann Galombik and was called to 

the Cape Bar in 1996. Kantor is also a quali-
fied commercial pilot and instructor. 

Masuku SC obtained his BA from the 
University of Zimbabwe and his LLB from 
the University of Cape Town. He thereafter 
obtained his LLM (specialising in interna-
tional business law) from the Vrije Uni-
versiteit, Amsterdam. He was a research 
assistant to Justice Goldstone, a constitu-
tional analyst at the Institute for Democ-
racy in South Africa and a consultant for 
the World Bank. Masuku SC was called to 
the Bar in 2002. Until recently, Masuku SC 
was acting in the Western Cape Division of 
the High Court.

Seale SC obtained his BA and LLB from 
the University of Cape Town. He success-
fully completed his articles of clerkship 
with Herold Gie & Broadhead in 1992 
before being called to the Cape Bar in 1995. 
Although a specialist in intellectual prop-
erty, Seale SC also practices extensively in 
the field of insurance law. A
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