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Solutions Down
1. OPPOSITION
2. PREVENT
3. INITIAL
4. FANTASTIC
5. NEWS

Solutions Across
1. COUP
2. FACT
3. CONVENTION
4. STATISTICS
5. FISCUS

on the wall …

Fly is enjoying the football world cup. 
Fly deliberately uses this concept with-

out referring to its purported proprietor. 
Fly understands the purported proprietor 
insists on property in this English phrase. 
Fly will not accord to this tyrant the fruits 
of theft of common generic terms. This is 
the same proprietor that was responsible 
for Fly’s being confronted with only Amer-
ican beers at Loftus. One does not do that. 
At least let them then be German beers.

Which brings Fly to the issue. This 
event allows Fly to cheer for the Germans 
in a way that in other contexts might be 
frowned upon. One does not cheer for 
Germans. They’re German, after all. Usu-
ally, Fly gets to cheer for them dispropor-
tionately successfully when considering 
the objective talent of the team. This time 
the law of averages finally applied to them 
as well. At least the Brazilians crashed out 
in the quarters, meaning they would not 
get the sixth tournament win, and next 
time the Germans still have the opportu-
nity of rivalling their five.

Two phenomena vie for attention 
during these events. One is crude tribal-
ism. The other is a celebration of others. 
People adopt pet favourites and find out 
more about their cultures in the process. 
Cultural appropriation, mostly in naïve 
good cheer, occurs on a large scale, and 
there’s much genuine cultural exchange 

that somehow blends in with the sporting 
competition and the (at times extremely 
ugly) tribalism.

Which phenomenon predominates? 
Fly will not (Eden) hazard a guess. But he 
will reflect on Russia. After Russia made it 
through to the quarter-finals, a meme on 
social media did the rounds of Vladimir 
Putin on the telephone saying “ok, you 
may release the players’ families now”. 
Funny, yes, because Russia is so authoritar-
ian.

Russia narrowly missed the opportu-
nity to play England in the semi-finals. 
This at a time when the Skripal-Novichok 
affair had been rekindled by the poisoning 
of two further residents of Salisbury, and 
it was rather ludicrously suggested that 
this was anti-Russian propaganda in the 
context of the goodwill generated around 
Russia and its world cup.

What goodwill generated around Rus-
sia and its world cup? Plenty. People see 
kids, teenagers, toppies and tannies, entail-
ing a degree of apparent ethnic variety, 
cheering their Russian team in a manner 
everyone must acknowledge as thor-
oughly familiar. Russia is an unaccustomed 
underdog, and its performance saw it win-
ning many friends. Yes, in a football sense. 
But these things matter tremendously. Fly 
reckons this is not lost on the Russian ad-
ministration. The diplomatic value of this 

kind of thing to that kind of administration 
in this kind of time must be inestimable.

It’s a pity, then, that the African and 
Middle-Eastern teams did not progress 
further. The further they went, the more 
the same kind of people in Europe who 
found themselves surprisingly able to 
sympathise with Russians might have 
found themselves similarly able to sympa-
thise with them. And this might well have 
had an appreciable effect on the extent to 
which politicians in Europe could end up 
being re-elected without having to commit 
to being hostile to the likes of them.

So, the tragedy of the exit of the Afri-
can teams, and of the teams comprising 
those of Arab descent, was not so much a 
footballing one. It was a missed opportu-
nity to lift the veil to so many in Europe to 
reveal the smiling face beneath it, for them 
to think twice when they vote to shut their 
borders to it.  A
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