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GROUP 21’S STUDENT 
VACATION PROGRAMME
by Graham Kerr-Phillips

Over eleven years Group 21 from the 
Johannesburg Bar has successfully 

offered several previously disadvantaged 
students from the University of Zululand 
an opportunity to gain brief insight 
and understanding of what it entails to 
practice law as an advocate and life at 
the Bar. 

Over the years this programme, under 
the leadership of Louwrens Malan, has 
assisted many students to successfully 
gain entry into the legal profession as 
prosecutors, candidate attorneys, legal 
advisors and judges’ clerks, to name but 
a few.

This social responsibility and 
transformation initiative involves 
selecting students from the University of 
Zululand to participate for approximately 
two weeks in the Student Vacation 
Programme. The aim is to, by way of 
a brief introduction, provide students 
with realistic hands-on experience by 
exposing them to many of the challenges 
they might face being a young lawyer.  
Moreover, this provides them with an 

opportunity to test the theory that they 
have learned thus far against the harsh 
reality of practice. 

The students participate in a well-
structured programme. Each student is 
allocated to a member of Group 21 that 
acts as his or her mentor for the duration 
of the programme. Students also rotate 
between members in order to maximize 
their exposure to different fields of law 
and ways of practice. The students learn 
through practice and observation in an 
interactive learning environment. 

The performance of each student is 
closely monitored and they are regularly 
provided with feedback and guidance to 
assist them to become the lawyers that 
they set out to be. The programme also 
offers guidance and assistance insofar 
as it concerns professional etiquette, 
personality in the workplace, work-life 
balance and getting the most out of their 
career. The programme facilitates and 
encourages open discussions between 
students and advocates. 

The focus of the programme 

is to provide the broadest possible 
development and exposure to practice 
with hands-on experience. Since 2013, 
students also spend a day or two at 
KPMG’s Tax and Legal Department in 
order to offer them even more insight 
from a different perspective. 

As advocates and members of Group 
21, they are acutely mindful of the 
importance of transformation at the Bar 
and recognise that the continued growth 
and success of quality advocates at the Bar 
depends on the quality of its members.  As 
we all know the transition from student to 
professional life can be a challenging, and 
sometimes even a daunting experience to 
say the least. The leap from law student 
to lawyer is huge and there exists a social 
responsibility on us as practitioners to use 
each opportunity available to introduce 
and transfer the skills and knowledge that 
we have gained.

Transformation Committee
Group 21
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HOW I SURVIVED 
PUPILAGE
by Fumisa Ngqele

The Johannesburg Bar received a total 
of 274 pupillage applications between 
May and July 2018. Following the in-
terview process, only 85 pupils were 
selected to do pupillage for 2019. 

However, between November 
2018 and the beginning of January 
2019, 10 of those candidates cancelled 
their applications. The Bar Council 
subsequently made a decision not to 
replace the applicants who cancelled. 
The Johannesburg Bar currently sits 
with 75 pupils for 2019.

I completed pupillage in 2018 
under the mentorship of Nontlantla 
Yina at Thulamela Chambers. As 
a newly appointed member of the 
bar, I wanted to share some of my 
experiences from the past year and 
provide useful tips to the class of 2019.

My pupillage year was very 
exciting and also extremely 
challenging. There was always 
something new to learn, whether it 
was through attending court, through 
the daily lectures or just drafting with 
my mentor in chambers. I believe 

that one has to remain teachable 
in order to be able to absorb all the 
new knowledge that is imparted and 
gained during this time.The strongest 
trait you can bring during pupilage is 
the willingness to learn and be fearless 
in querying what you don’t know. 

I will admit that I underestimated 
the amount of emotional and inner 
strength that is required to successfully 
complete pupillage. There were days 
where I just wanted to give up. I 
experienced financial struggles, and 
having to rely on public transport was 
a major challenge as I had to ensure 
that I made it to the 7am lectures and 
that I made it to court when it was 
necessary. Some of the lectures would 
end shortly after 6pm, which meant 
that I had to travel late in the evening 
with public transport. However, I 
managed to constantly defy the urge 
to quit and just focus on the end goal 
and the vision that brought me to the 
Bar.

The quote by Keith Ferrazi which 
states: “poverty, I realized, wasn’t only a 
lack of financial resources; it was isolation 
from the kind of people who could help you 
make more of yourself” deeply resonated 
with me during pupillage. I found this 
quote very relevant with regards to 
my experience in terms of building a 
network.

Prior to coming to the Bar, I had 
never been surrounded by people who 
could assist me in navigating my way 
through the profession. I am from the 
township of Kwa-Langa in Cape Town 
and the tragedy sometimes of coming 
from the township is that townships 
are a place of marginalization and 
exclusion. Townships sometimes don’t 
enable you to gain the social capital 
that others may have, that is built 

through repetitive social interactions. 
So I battled with the fact that I don’t 
come from a background that makes 
my transition or stay at the Bar a little 
easier.

I’m the first person in my family to 
be in the legal profession and I came 
to the Bar straight from university so 
I had to work twice as hard to build 
a network and to find people who 
could help me move forward in the 
profession. I was fortunate to meet 
and work with Dehlu Mhango, Byron 
Morris, Sizo Dlali and Monare Makoti 
who have all played a huge role in 
ensuring that I build a successful 
practice.

In terms of networking, the greatest 
advice I received during pupillage 
was that I should remember there 
are three important tiers to network 
from. The first tier being the people in 
your pupillage group. The second tier 
being the members of the group you 
are doing your pupillage under and 
the third tier being the members of the 
Bar at large. It is important that one 
attempts to build a strong network base 
from all three tiers.

Despite some of the challenges I 
faced, my overall pupillage experience 
was exciting and interesting. With 
determination, hard work and a lot 
of inner strength, it is possible to 
successfully complete the programme.

Top Tips
• Be involved
• Remain teachable
• Network
• Know the Uniform Rules and 

study hard
• Don’t give up
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MILESTONE FOR 
JOHANNESBURG BAR  
AT MIDMAR MILE

The Johannesburg Bar has reached another milestone 
with its 15th consecutive year of participation on 9 
February 2019 in the non-company team event of the 
Midmar Mile – a 1600m swim across a portion of the 
Midmar Dam near Howick, KwaZulu-Natal.

Swimming conditions were favourable and as a 
result the times were generally better than last year.  
That, and with some of us enjoying dinner together 
on the Friday and Saturday nights, made this a memo-
rable weekend.  

Congratulations to Lola Moultrie (aged 12) and 
Amy Lamplough (aged 14), who swam their second 
Midmar Miles with (and in Amy’s case ahead of) their 
proud fathers, and to Roxanne and Nikola for compet-
ing successfully for the first time. A From	left	to	right:	Shelley	Robertson,	André	Gautschi,	Laura	Goodman,	Lola	

Moultrie,	Richard	Moultrie,	Nikola	Daniels,	Roxanne	Blumenthal,	Emiel	van	
Vuuren,	Kerry	Howard,	Reenen	du	Plessis,	Roelof	du	Plessis

Johannesburg

 
BARTOO
Kerry Howard 00:36:42
Roxanne Blumenthal 00:36:46
Nikola Daniels 00:38:24
Amy Lamplough (Alan’s daughter) 00:51:41
Alan Lamplough 00:58:02

BARTER
Richard Moultrie 00:42:31
Lola Moultrie (Richard’s daughter) 00:42:32
Shelley Robertson (friend) 00:53:34

RESULTS

BARNONE
Emiel van Vuuren SC 00:25:54
Adrian d’Oliveira 00:28:57
Reenen du Plessis (Roelof ’s son) 00:31:06
André Gautschi SC 00:32:51

BARWON
Brahm du Plessis SC 00:39:04
Laura Goodman (friend) 00:39:07
Roelof du Plessis SC 00:39:29
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