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NEW MEMBERS 

The KZN bar had 23 pupils in 2018, all 
of whom successfully completed the 

Bar Examinations. Most of the pupils are 
new members who have joined the bar 
and commenced practice this year, one 
choosing to practice from the Transkei 
Bar. The effort, time and assistance 
given by the members of the KZN Bar, 
both Durban and Pietermaritzburg, 
to our pupils in various capacities, are 
appreciated.

The new members are wished every 
success in their practices.  They are:

Durban new members
• The former attorneys Tyla Christy, 

Sanjuri Naidu, Vicky Nattar, Naeem 
Patel, Terusha Pillay and Tandiwe 
Qashani;

• The former NPA: Zwakele Matthew 
Ngwenya (prosecutor) and Zandile 
Mshololo (state advocate);

• The former legal advisors Shamon 
Gounden (specialising in Consumer 
Protection), Vuyisa Lubelwana (also 
senior legal compliance officer with 
various institutions) and Ndumiso 
Xulu (also a former prosecutor, and 
Municipal executive director);

• Byron Jackson, formerly a guidance 
editor with Lexis Nexis;

• Bongumusa Jali, former Litigation 
officer at RAF;

• Sanele Lushaba, formerly with the 
Family Advocate;

• Minikazi Mtati, a former legal and 
compliance manager, and

• Andre Strauss, a former student.

Pietermaritzburg new 
members
• Sheila Phumla Cele, formerly 

employed as a Metro officer;
• Deshaine Moodley, previously a para-

legal;
• Thokozani Patience Ngcobo, 

previously a junior forensic auditor at 
the RAF;

• Theophillis Quinton Reddy, formerly 
an attorney;

• Andre Strauss, a former student 
who has taken up chambers in both 
Pietermaritzburg and Durban; and

• Shaun Ramjit who previously 
practiced at the Johannesburg Bar and 
joined the Pietermaritzburg Bar in 
January 2019.

There were 24 pupils accepted in 2019; 20 
in Durban and four in Pietermaritzburg, 
respectively, with 13 being female and 
11 male. Three males have subsequently 
withdrawn. We wish the remaining 21 all 
the best with pupillage and look forward 
to introducing them as the new members 
in 2020.

DURBAN NEW MEMBERS
Standing (left to right) Sipho Sintwa [practicing in 
Transkei], Vicky Nattar, Byron Jackson, Sanjuri Naidu, 
Shamon Gounden, Ndumiso Xulu, Tandiwe Qashani, 
Terusha	Pillay,	Tyla	Christy	and	Bongumusa	Jali.
Seated (left to right) Naeem Patel, Sanelisiwe 
Lushaba, Matthews Ngwenya, Zandile Mshololo and 
Minikazi	Mtati.
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THE LAUNCH OF UBUNYE 
CHAMBERS AND THE UBUNYE 
FELLOWSHIP

A new group has been formed at the 
Durban bar comprising of 16 members (3 
silks and 13 juniors) with a wide range 
of experience, practices and interests. 
The group’s founding members are:  
Anna Annandale SC; Glen Goddard SC; 
Max du Plessis SC;  Warren Shapiro; 
Sandhya Mahabeer; Alan Boulle; Andreas 
Coutsoudis; Nikki Beket; Sarah Pudifin-
Jones; Russell Hand; Bonga Mthethwa; 
Jabu Thobela-Mkhulisi; David Eades; 
Muhammad Zakaria Suleman; Toni 
Palmer; and Khumbu Shazi.

The group is named the “Ubunye 
Chambers”, which means “unity” or 
“oneness”. The group was founded in July 
of 2018 and finds its home on the 16th and 
17th floors of Durban Club Chambers on 
Durban Club Place in the heart of the city.

With a firm commitment to transfor-
mation of the KZN Bar and the develop-
ment and advancement of young Black 
and female advocates, towards the lat-
ter part of last year Ubunye Chambers 
invited all current pupils and first-year 
advocates at the KZN Bar to apply for 
the first Ubunye Fellowship. During the 
course of the Fellowship (two years), the 
group fully subsidises rent and group fees 
(save for certain usage costs), provides its 
recipients with full access to the group’s 
facilities and amenities, and actively seeks 
to source work for the Fellows, including 
by introducing them to attorneys, expos-
ing them to junior briefs, and passing on 
suitable work. Fellows further receive 
guidance and mentorship from group 
members, and are invited to take part in 
group initiatives.

The Fellowship is aimed at encour-
aging excellence in advocacy in various 
areas of litigation, including public inter-
est law, while recognising the challenges 
faced by many who start out as advocates, 
in a manner which actively and practically 
promotes transformation at the Bar as a 
priority for the profession.

Towards the end of 2018 applications 

poured in, candidates were shortlisted, 
interviews held and two deserving 
candidates chosen: Sanelisiwe Lushaba 
and Byron Jackson. Ubunye Chambers is 
excited to welcome both Sanelisiwe and 
Byron and wishes them all of the best 
in their stay here as well as for the rest 
of their careers. The group hopes they 
will benefit immensely from the Ubunye 
Fellowship.

A word from Sanelisiwe and Byron:
We are extremely excited and proud 
to have been given this invaluable 
opportunity to be part of such a 
formidable group. We are committed 
to using this great opportunity to its 
fullest potential and look forward to 

learning from the experiences that 
await us both as new members of the 
bar and of the group respectively. 

We are confident that this Fellowship 
– the first of its kind at the Bar  – will 
not only assist us to grow as young 
advocates but will also broaden our 
horizons, needless to say we are really 
keen to uncover what the future has 
in store for us against the backdrop of 
such an amazing start to our careers.

The 18-strong group recently took some 
time out and had a weekend down 
the coast for their first Annual General 
Meeting.

KZN
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PAYING IT FORWARD…
by Beatrice De Beer, Pietermaritzburg 
Bar

AJ Dickson SC, better known as the 
notorious Spicko, graduated at the 
University of Natal in 1974. He practised 
as an attorney in Pietermaritzburg until 
he was called to the bar and commenced 
his practice on 1 December 1978. He was 
admitted as an advocate in Lesotho and 
a barrister in England and Wales, and 
took silk in May 1991.

The members of the KZN Society of 
Advocates – Pietermaritzburg, celebrate 
his 40-year membership filled with pride 
and in appreciation of his unfathomable 
contribution to the society and its 
members.

In 1985 Spicko was awarded his red 
bag, by Rex Welsh for the outstanding 
work he did in the Appellate Division 
appeal of Amavuba v Pro Nobis 1986(1)
SA 448(AD). In turn Welsh SC had been 
awarded a red bag by Walter Pollak for 
working alongside him in Estate Frankel v 
The Master 1950 (1) SA 220 (AD).

Spicko paid this badge of merit and 
prestigious honour forward and awarded 
a red bag to Piet Koen (now Judge), Trevor 
Gorven (now Judge), Andrea Gabriel 
(now SC), Elana Roberts and Mawande 
Mazibuko for the recognition of their 
respective contributions to the cases and 
work undertaken over and above their call 
of duty.

Spicko’s choice of awarding the 
red bags shows his strength in judging 
character and identifying outstanding 
knowledge, aptitude and understanding of 
the law in legal practitioners.

Welsh SC predicted that Spicko would 
become a leader of the Natal Bar, and 
Spicko certainly exceeded his wildest 
expectations.

Spicko served as a member and 
chairman of the committee of the 
Pietermaritzburg Bar and as a member 
of the Bar Council. During his time as 
a member of the Bar Council he was 
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appointed as the chairman of the 
Council. 

The pinnacle of his leadership 
manifested in the introduction of the 
system of a full year of pupillage. This 
enormous task of training of future 
advocates was initiated and approved 
during his time as the National Pupillage 
Director of the GCB.

Spicko did not start and end the 
process of “paying it forward” with the 
red bag awards.

His most generous contribution 
to the legal fraternity is his guidance, 
training and development of pupils 
at the Pietermaritzburg bar. Spicko’s 
influence is apparent in the methods and 
mannerism of each and every pupil that 
completed his /her advocacy training in 
Pietermaritzburg since 2008.

He leads and teaches by example, 
and is a constant reminder to all 
advocates of what the essence of a true 
advocate is.

He cultivates confidence in 
junior members by treating them 
with dignity and respect. One never 
leaves his chambers without the 
necessary directions and assurance of 
accomplishment. 

Spicko walks the walk and talks 
the talk. He is a well-known and 
experienced opponent and depends 
on his knowledge and advocacy skills 
and not on any other unpredictable 
shenanigans. 

We thank you Spicko for your role 
in achieving the collective spirit and 
experience of the Pietermaritzburg Bar, 
which is unique in its kind.A
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