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NEW MEMBERS OF THE 
POLOKWANE BAR

The Polokwane Bar welcomed 42 
new members in 2019 – after its 

second cohort of pupils passed bar 
exams in 2018, with a remarkable 95% 
pass rate. It was a grueling year for the 
pupils who – in addition to the usual 
challenges of pupillage – had to contend 
with not having a library at the bar and 
many of the mentors splitting their time 
between the Polokwane and other bars. 
Because of this, a communal mentorship 
programme was developed – allowing 

pupils to be mentored by any of the 
advocates at the Polokwane Bar. The 
bar is grateful to tireless hard work of 
program coordinator Freddy Khunou 
and the many advocates, mainly from 
the Polokwane Bar, who participated in 
training, some driving from Gauteng to 
give lectures.  

“Adv Khunou had only one vision, and 
that was that we would have a 100% pass 
rate.  Nothing else mattered to him than 
all of us pupils passing our bar exams,” 

said Cindy Marais, one of the bar’s new 
members.

“Under the guidance of Adv 
Mathibedi SC, Adv Freddy Khunou, Adv 
Malose Monene, Adv George Diamond 
and Adv Maria Maltjie just to mention a 
few, I was able to overcome the challenges 
of the day,” said Lungelo Ntshangase.

Judge President Ephraim Makgoba 
also offered the pupils the Attorneys’ 
Lounge at the High Court as a venue for 
lectures and the use of the High Court 
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Library. Adv George Diamond purchased 
tables and chairs for all of the pupils.

“The support and training was 
exceptional. I am now a junior member at 
Polokwane Bar and I am enjoying it. As 
any practice, it is not busy at the start, I 
am working tirelessly to build a reputable 
practice. Ultimately, I desire to specialize 
in mining and environmental law,” said 
new member Lesego Kotsokwane. 

Another new member Rito Cliford 
Mathevula said: “Today, I walk tall in the 
dust street of my village with a heavy 
title, which many can only dream of and 
admire in silence”. 

The new members are Baloyi Pule 
Phillemon, Banjo Sikiru Babatunde,  
Gadisi Tshiwela Violet, Khosa Mavila, 
Khoza Ravin, Khumela Mpho, 
Kotsokwane, Lesego Angelina, Kwanaite 
Reshoketshwe, Mabodze Sello Victor, 
Maboea Kenneth Solomon,  Mahafha 
Tshisamphiri Shadrack, Makhubedu 
Melato Adwell, Malatjie Mihloti Stanley, 
Maluleke Masenyani Thomas, Marais 
Cindy, Mashabela Sello James, Mashila 
Takalani, Mashile Eddie Tebogo, 
Matabane Mathabo Ellentjie, Mathebula 
Rito Clifford, Mbedzi Ailwei Michael, 
Mmutle Phillip Emmanuel, Mokadikoa 

Tsitsi Alithia, Mokhonoana Lesiba Frans, 
Mosima Mokgokoloshi David, Mudimeli 
Matodzi Oscar, Mugodo Mushaisano 
Violet, Mukoma Avhatakali Michael, 
Mushwana Mabedle Lourence, Muthige 
Phathutshedzo, Phasha Nkahloleng, 
Ramakgoakgoa Nakedi Samuel, 
Ramuhala Rudzani Aubrey, Rangata 
Mositi Gladys, Rasalanavho Beauty 
Namadzavho, Ratshihule Shumani 
Robert, Tema William Mmashai, Thete 
Eunice Anikie and Tshabalala Innocentia.

We wish them all the best in their 
careers.
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POLOKWANE SOCIETY OF 
ADVOCATES 
ANNUAL YEAR-END DINNER
by Adv S Mathabathe with Adv M 
Makoti

On Saturday 10 November 2018 the 
Polokwane Society of Advocates held 
its annual year-end dinner at the Ranch 
Hotel. The event honoured one of the 
great servants of the legal profession, who 
has held many positions of influence in 
the judicial system of South Africa, retired 
Judge President B Ngoepe, currently 
serving the nation in the position of Tax 
Ombudsman. 

The gala evening was also graced 
by the attendance of Judge President E 
Makgoba (Limpopo), Judge President F 
Legodi (Mpumalanga) and Deputy Judge 
President A Ledwaba (Gauteng), among 
the judicial officers present.

Delivering his speech, Bar Council 
Chairperson William Mokhari SC 
explained that the Society felt it fitting to 
recognise Judge Ngoepe for his exemplary 
leadership, especially during his time 
as Judge President of the now Gauteng 
Division of the High Court. Through his 
efforts, Mokhari stated, Judge Ngoepe has 
ensured that the bench is representative 
of the demography of our society. From 
rural Limpopo, formerly Northern 
Transvaal, Ngoepe J ascended to become 
one of the respected jurists.

When receiving the honour, Ngoepe J 
indicated that the road ahead is still steep 
and treacherous and that it requires men 
and women of honour who are willing to 
die with their boots on, fighting for true 
emancipation of the nation. He cautioned 
that society should guard against being 
consumed by the chorus that ours 
is the one of the best, if not the best, 
constitutions in the world. He expounded 
that we may be misleading ourselves 
because, ‘under this best constitution’: 

a) crime has escalated and law 
enforcement agencies seem 
unable to cope with the job at 
hand;

b) families go to bed on empty 
stomachs because job 
opportunities and economic 
activities are getting increasingly 
limited;

c) state coffers, which are meant 
to serve the nation, are looted 
with impunity by those that the 

constitution has entrusted with 
leadership positions;

d) some members of the public are 
hijacking buildings; and

e) investors are losing confidence 
in the country’s financial 
management due to increasing 
levels of corruption. Rating 
agencies have painted a 
bleak picture of our state 
owned entities and economic 
institutions. 

The Judge asked, ‘if ours is the best 
constitution’, why have we been unable 
as a nation (more than 21 years after 
its promulgation) to enjoy its fruits? 
According to him, this is not what the 
nation had hoped for when in 1996 the 
new South African constitution was 
promulgated and came to effect on the 
4th of February 1997. The leaders and 
those who participated in drafting the 
constitution envisaged better things for 
society, not what is currently happening. 

Judge Ngoepe challenged legal 
practitioners, the courts, administrators, 
politicians and the society at large to 
not only pursue rights entrenched in 
the constitution, but to also embrace the 
responsibilities that exist alongside the 
fundamental rights. He advised that the 
constitution can only be called ‘best in the 
world’ if society conducts itself responsibly 
and in a manner that will uphold its 
values.

As a parting shot, Judge Ngoepe 
challenged all legal practitioners to 
introspect and to ask themselves whether 
we are working to contribute towards 

upholding the values of the constitution, 
thereby developing jurisprudence and 
building the nation of South Africa or 
whether, as a people, we are striving to 
uphold the fundamental rights for the 
benefit of the general public, irrespective 
of the consequences thereof. He reminded 
us that we should not forget that the 
South Africa we live in today was made 
possible by our predecessors. ‘What kind 
of South Africa are we going to leave for 
our successors?’ A

Polokwane




