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It does not take long for one, upon 
entering the legal profession, to latch 
onto precedents. At first, recourse to 
precedents is a means of survival and 
later, as a practitioner develops a style of 
his/her own, precendents reinforce and 
focus one’s thinking and advocacy skills. 
The authors’ introductory statement 
that this book is “aimed not only at those 
commencing practice but also more 
seasoned practitioners” is a promise 
fulfilled. Rich with material ranging from 
‘Interdicts’ at Chapter 4 to ‘Wills and 
Estates’ at Chapter 61, a clinical collection 
of precedents this is not. Chapters 2 and 
3 feature explanations on the general 
principles of effective drafting - from 
the purpose to the important elements 
of each application and affidavit, whilst 
subsequent chapters contain legal 
discussions on the specific types and forms 
of applications.

The authors are practising advocates 
(Van Blerk practised at the Johannesburg 
Bar before joining the Bar in New Zealand, 
where he is presently based, whilst Gavin 
Marriot and Kevin Iles are members of 
the Johannesburg Bar), and their acute 
sense of pragmatism and brevity flows in 
the arrangement of chapters and in the 
content. 

The book is easy to navigate and it is 
clear and concise. For those times in every 
lawyer’s day when no more than a quick 
search is required, a helpful list of the 
applications and the chapter/s where these 
are located is provided. 

This book is comprehensive without 
being cumbersome and it is educational. It 
makes for a valuable addition to any legal 
library.

Sandhya Mahabeer,
Durban Bar

1. Advocate is the mouthpiece of the 
South African Bar. It is a professional 
journal which provides information 
and guidance on developments in 
the profession and the administration 
of justice. Contributions on subjects 
which are of practical importance to 
members of the Bar are welcomed, 
and will receive priority.

2. All manuscripts must be in MS Word 
or WordPerfect format, double-spaced 
throughout, including references 
and footnotes. An article should not 
exceed 3 000 words. Letters, notes and 
reports should generally not exceed 1 
000 words. Shorter pieces, and clear, 
communicative writing, are preferred.

  Legal jargon derived from pleadings 
(e.g. ‘thereby’, ‘thereof ’ etc) should be 
avoided.

  A contribution must preferably be 
sent by e-mail as an attachment to a 
message.

3. Contributions and letters should be 
addressed to:  
The Editor, Advocate

 Email: editor.advocate@mweb.co.za
 Postal: PO Box 786878,  

SANDTON  
2146

 Tel: +27 (0) 82 927 5536 (editor)
  Fax: +27 (0) 11 784 0182
 
4. Material is considered for publication 

on the understanding that:
• it has not been published or submitted 

for publication elsewhere;
• the editorial committee and the editor 

have reserved the right to edit it as to 
style, length and language;

• the writer has carefully checked 
quotations and references for 
accuracy;

• it is written in clear, jargon-free 
language, and has linguistically been 
reviewed and checked for errors.

 5. The writer’s academic and 
professional qualifications, and also 
his or her occupation or professional 
status must be stated.

6. Footnotes should, if possible, be 
avoided. Case references should 
preferably be incorporated into the text. 
When referring to a book the publisher 
and date of publication should be 
mentioned. In the case of articles the 
name of the writer, the title of the 
article and the date of publication 
should be indicated. Where footnotes 
are unavoidable, they should be 
numbered consecutively in superscript 
in the text, and reproduced at the end 
of the article. If there are only a few 
footnotes, asterisks may be used.

Further details on Advocate’s house style 
are available from the editor at the above 
address.  A
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