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several competitive advantages over the more established
centres, such as London and Paris. The relatively weak rand
means that many of the costs associated with arbitrations
are lower. South Africa has a well-developed common law
which is understood by lawyers from comparable legal
systems and South Africa has the second largest economy
in Africa after Nigeria. South African companies are well
represented in many parts of Africa and elsewhere in the
world. We have a large number of highly skilled attorneys’
firms and the bar is able to provide both suitable counsel
and arbitrators. These are all factors favourable to the
development of South Africa as an international arbitration
hub.
The conference is likely to attract a substantial number
of international legal firms, barristers and representatives of
international companies.
Further updates will be distributed by way of GCB
Circulars from time to time. In the meanwhile, members are
encouraged to save the dates. A

Evan Bench

he GCB is proud to be one of the co-hosts, with other
founding members of the Arbitration Foundation of
South Africa (AFSA), of the first International Arbitration
Conference to be held in Johannesburg, on 17 to 19 March
2020. The main purpose of the conference is to promote
South Africa as a suitable location for international
arbitrations. The conference program, which is still being
finalised, will include topics of general significance to
international arbitrations.
As reported in AFSA’s June 2019 newsletter, a necessary
condition for South Africa to serve as a suitable location
for arbitrations was the promulgation of the International
Arbitration Act, which became law in December 2017. In the
short space of time since then, AFSA reports already having
55 international arbitrations currently under administration,
more than double the figure AFSA reported a year ago.
The conference is bound to mark an exciting milestone
in South Africa’s efforts to establish itself as an attractive
destination for international dispute resolution. It offers

Advocate August 2019

5

