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Port Elizabeth
Contributed by Morné Olivier

A QUARTER CENTURY OF SERVICE TO 
THE BAR

Julia Bell, known as Jules to us, will 
shortly be celebrating 25 years as office 
administrator at the Port Elizabeth Society 
of Advocates. 

Over the years she has seen the 
progression of several advocates from 
pupil to senior counsel, shared in the trials 
and tribulations of pupils and witnessed 
the migration of more than half of our 
members from Oasim Chambers to the 
newly established Club Chambers. 

Julia has a special relationship with 
pupils. In the desert of pupillage where 
the pupil is but a thirsty nomad, Julia’s 
office is a welcoming oasis where she 
offers words of support, encouragement 
and wisdom, as well as delectable sweets, 
which always makes everything better.   

Julia is well known for her generosity. 
Following a tour of Europe last year, she 
brought back chocolates for everyone. 
And recently, when an out-of-town 
aspirant pupil arrived a day early for his 
Monday interview, Julia took him under 
her wing and played the role of gracious 
host.       

We continue benefiting from Julia’s 
baking and cooking skills. Her delicious 
shortbread will silence even the most 
critical of Scots, and her potato salad is 
a favourite at our end-of-term terrace 
braais.  

She is a fervent ailurophile who has 
been known to bring her furry feline 
friends to work, adding some much-
needed fun and frivolity to the serious 
business of law. 

But do not let the friendly, mild-
mannered exterior fool you. Julia is 
no pushover. Before “joining” the Bar, 
Julia worked for a senior attorney who 
was known for being ‘difficult’. At her 
interview, when asked how she would 
deal with the demands of advocates, she 
simply reminded them who her previous 
employer was. Needless to say, she got 
the job. And more than two decades later, 
we’re still happy she did.  

ACTING APPOINTMENTS
Congratulations to the following members 
who held acting appointments during 
the second term of 2019: Nick Mullins SC, 
Olav Ronaasen SC and Lilla Crouse. A
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