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FROM THE EDITOR

I 
once read (on the pages of this very publication, many years 
before I became its editor) an article by Judge Owen Rogers, then 

Rogers SC, about why we should do away with the institution of silk. 
It was so well argued that, by the end, I was utterly and 

completely convinced that silk should go. Yet I also knew, utterly 
and completely, that if I were ever to come to bar, I would really, 
really want silk. 

I have thought about this a few times over the years, mostly because every 
time Rogers J has come before the Judicial Service Commission, he has been 
grilled, sometimes unfairly and a bit aggressively, about his views on this score 
– invariably by one or other of the silks sitting on the commission at the time. 
In the face of Rogers’ devastating logic, I saw a tendency on the part of some 
esteemed senior counsel to get a bit grumpy. 

For me, it is of course a hypothetical dilemma. But my conclusion is that, 
sometimes, the things we want are not always rational. It’s just a really, very 
lovely thing to be honoured by your peers – by those who know your work and 
your personal qualities intimately. What could be nicer than the people whose 
work you admire and rate the most, admiring and rating you back? 

The chairman’s contribution in this edition looks at the institution of silk. With 
the Legal Practice Act, the way silk is conferred could be changing. Having 
reported this profession as a journalist for many years, I know there are concerns 
about how silk is awarded. Some are very valid, I think. But I hope that, when 
the “engagement” between the GCB and LPC is done, what will remain is a 
system that addresses these criticisms but also keeps the peer review aspect 
of the conferral of silk. Because my suspicion is that, without that part, it won’t 
mean as much to the people who get it. 

The Legal Practice Act and the continued importance of the Bar form the 
subject of the speech given by retired President of the Supreme Court of Appeal, 
Lex Mpati, who was this year’s recipient of the GCB’s Sydney and Felicia 
Kentridge Award. His speech is a thoughtful and thought-provoking look at why 
the bar matters – not just for its members but for the administration of justice in 
South Africa. 

We have also published the speech given by Patric Mtshaulana SC when he 
was honoured by the Johannesburg Bar at its annual bar dinner. He has also 
been given honorary membership and, when one reads his speech, one sees 
why he is so admired, loved even, by so many of his colleagues. In particular, 
he addresses those frustrated with the pace of transformation at the bar, giving 
hope and encouragement.

We also have a really fascinating interview with another of my favourites, 
Johannesburg Deputy Judge President Phineas Mojapelo. 

So – not by design but still happily – this edition pays tribute to some of our 
best elders. 

Speaking of which, we have lost to retirement a member of our editorial 
committee, Johan Brand SC. We wish him all the best in his retirement. And, 
from me, a special thank you for his very warm support when I was appointed 
editor. A

The editor contributes to Advocate as an autonomous author. The views she expresses 
are entirely her own, and do not purport to represent any view or position of Advocate or 
of the GCB.


