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THE EASTERN CAPE SOCIETY OF 
ADVOCATES CELEBRATES ITS 
FIRST TWO FEMALE SILKS
by Anusha Rawjee

The Eastern Cape Society of Advocates is 
celebrating its first two female silks – Lilla 
Crouse SC and Méchelle Beneke SC.

Lilla Crouse
Crouse SC started her pupillage in 1992 
in the hope that the much-debated 
unification of the attorneys’ and advocates’ 
professions would take place and that she 
could then became an attorney after doing 
pupillage of six months. On the first day of 
pupillage her pupil master, Roy Charsley, 
said that at the end of pupillage she would 
be sold on being an advocate. He was right 
and the Bar is much the richer for having 
Crouse SC as a member. She loves being an 
advocate and excels at it.

Crouse SC was the only female 
member at the bar when she started her 
practice in 1992. She and her husband had 
their second child in that year. Her fee 
book is evidence that she had only five 
days of maternity leave. 

Crouse SC continued practising as an 
advocate from December 1992 to June 2004. 
During this time, she served as treasurer of 
the PE Group of Advocates, and also, for 
a few years, was a member of the Eastern 
Cape Bar Council. She also represented the 
Society at a number of General Council of 
the Bar meetings. 

In July 2004 Crouse SC moved to Legal 
Aid South Africa, so that she could spend 
more time with her children. She had to 
make tough financial decisions to do so, 
but it was worth it. When she left the bar, 
she asked for door chambers, but the Bar 
Council refused.

At Legal Aid SA she concentrated on 
human rights issues. Her aim and passion 
was to bring dignity to people for whom 
constitutional rights are mostly only words 

on paper, without any realisation of those 
rights. She achieved this aim in a number 
of prominent cases, including last year’s 
Holomisa case, in which the Constitutional 
Court held that the Divorce Act 70 of 1979 
was unconstitutional in so far as women 
in the former Transkei were barred from 
seeking a redistribution of assets on 
divorce.1

On 1 February 2019 she rejoined 
the Bar. Her husband to whom she was 
married for 33 years died unexpectedly 
on 16 February 2019. This experience 
shattered her (and dampened her 
celebration of being awarded silk), but the 
love and support that she experiences from 
new and old friends at the Bar was and is 
comforting to her.

Since rejoining the Bar Crouse SC has 
acted twice on the Bench and her practice 
is steadily growing.

Crouse SC has a passion for 
mentoring and training young lawyers, 
and regularly presents training on 
trial skills and other legal issues. She is 
currently busy with a training course on 
appeals and review for Nadel members. 
She is an adjunct professor at the Nelson 
Mandela University (NMU) where she 
presents guest lectures and practical 
workshops on trial advocacy.

Crouse SC hopes that as a silk she can 
contribute to mentoring and knowledge 
sharing, while she continues learning too.

(An earlier profile of Crouse SC 
appeared in the April 2019 edition of 
Advocate.)



bar news

15Advocate December	2019

Méchelle Beneke
Beneke SC and Crouse SC share a love for 
mentoring and training young advocates. 
Before joining the Bar, Beneke SC contem-
plated a career in academia and worked at 
the Nelson Mandela University’s Faculty 
of Law. Her interaction with Judge Nep-
gen (now retired), Bruce Dyke SC and 
some other advocates made her realise 
that she wanted to be counsel. She then 
did her pupillage in 2003 and joined the 
Bar in 2004.

Nicholas Mullins SC was her mentor 
and has been a silent pillar of support to 
her throughout her career at the Bar. As 
junior counsel, Beneke SC reigned su-
preme as the queen of the Motion Court. 
I personally watched her bravely sparring 
with the Bench in a most professional 
manner and successfully obtaining her 
orders for her clients. 

Beneke SC has almost single-handedly 
trained all the junior counsel of the Soci-
ety for the past eight years. She expresses 
her passion for excellence in law through 
her training. The Nelson Mandela Univer-
sity has also utilised her skills and exper-
tise in training for their Moot Court partic-

ipants over the past 10 years. Beneke also 
actively rallies the members at our Bar to 
support the university and the students. 

Beneke SC’s doors are open to any 
junior in need of help and she unselfishly 
guides all the juniors who need assist-
ance. She is never without a work shadow 
in tow. Beneke SC specialises in the com-
mercial and tax fields and serves on the 
Tax Board.

Beneke SC has held acting appoint-
ments twice and she continues to demand 
excellence when she acts. The juniors 
who have come through her hands and 
who normally always diligently prepare 
for court, work even harder when she is 
on the Bench as they are all aware of her 
demand for excellence.

Her life outside of work is filled with 
laughter as a result of her partner, her 
nephew and niece, and her parents.

The Society is proud of the achievements 
of Crouse SC and Beneke SC and we 
wish them well in their careers as silks. 

Notes
1 Holomisa v Holomisa 2019 (2) BCLR 247 (CC).

NEW JUDGES
We are delighted that the Judicial Service 
Commission (JSC) has recommended the 
appointment of Nyameko Gqamana SC 
of the PE Bar, to fill one of two judicial 
vacancies in Port Elizabeth. Gqamana SC 
was called to the Bar in 1998 and took silk 
in 2014. A full profile will appear in the 
next edition of Advocate. 

The JSC also approved the transfer of 
Judge Bulelwa Pakati of the Northern 
Cape Division, to fill the second vacancy. 
We look forward to welcoming her 
formally to our division. 

IN MEMORIAM
Johann Huisamen SC passed away on 
18 July 2019 after a short illness. He 
joined the Bar in 1985 and took silk in 
2010. He was highly respected as an 
advocate, acting judge and colleague. A 
special sitting of members was held on 
18 September 2019 in remembrance of 
Johann. A tribute will appear in the next 
edition of Advocate. 

ACTING APPOINTMENTS
Marius Swanepoel SC (29 July to 20 
September) and Lilla Crouse SC (26 August 
to 20 September) held acting appointments 
during the third term of 2019.

Albert Beyleveld SC (21 October to 
8 November), Marius Swanepoel SC (4 
November to 13 December), Nicholas 
Mullins SC (5 October to 1 November), 
Méchelle Beneke SC (7 October to 1 
November), Nolubabalo Ntsepe (7 
October to 30 November) and Hannelie 
Bakker (7 October to 1 November) are 
acting during the fourth term. 
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SOCIAL EVENTS
There is a tradition at the Port Elizabeth 
Bar that members meet at the end of 
each court term for an evening of fun 
and frivolity, nibbles and tipples. The 
past two functions were hosted by Club 
Chambers. A

Nyameko Gqamana SC & Idris DalaNeil Paterson, Nicola Barnard, Leanne Ellis and Allan Frost

Tarryn Rossi, Kent Williams, Allan Frost and Hannelie Bakker

Loren Hesselman & Badrika Naran
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