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Polokwane Bar
Contributed by  Nathi Gaisa

POLOKWANE SOCIETY OF ADVOCATES HELD 
ITS FIRST MANDELA MONTH EVENT
by Adv M M Malatji 

POLOKWANE BAR WOMEN 
CELEBRATE WOMEN’S 
MONTH
by Adv M M Malatji

Women members of the Polokwane 
Bar celebrated Women’s Month by 
hosting a celebration lunch at Hayani 
Guest House, Polokwane on 30 
August 2019.

The event was attended by 18 
people, among them three officials 
from Legal Aid South Africa, two State 
Attorneys, ten Advocates and three 
Administration staff members from 
Polokwane Society of Advocates.

 Adv. Maria Malatji was the 
programme director. Addressing 
the women present, Adv. Zanele 
Ndlokovane chronicled the challenges 
faced by women at the Bar. Adv. 
Cindy Marais introduced the guest 
speaker, Ms Mpho Kgabi, head of 
Limpopo and Mpumalanga Legal 
Aid South Africa, who delivered the 
keynote address. Adv Liza Tsatsi SC 
conveyed closing remarks. 

The momentous occasion gave 
birth to a committee, which will serve 
as contact between the Bar and Legal 
Aid South Africa, Polokwane. One of 
the duties of the committee will be to 
assist in the distribution of pro bono 
work amongst members. This event 
was, without doubt, a success.

and learners welcomed the Polokwane 
Bar by holding a special midday assembly. 
During the assembly, needy learners 
were identified by the principal and her 
staff. The recipients could not hide their 
excitement and immediately started 
trying on their new shoes and could not 
take them off. 

It was a fulfilling, humbling and 
emotional moment to be able to put a 
smile on the faces of the learners who, in 
appreciation, could not stop smiling.

The Polokwane Bar held its first Man-
dela Day event at Ernest Matlou 

Primary School in Blood River, Limpopo 
Province. 

Members of the Polokwane Bar 
contributed towards the success of the 
event by buying various items for the 
learners. These included pairs of school 
shoes, packs of sanitary towels, bath soap 
and toothpaste. They were distributed to 
learners at the school on 26 July 2019.

The principal of the school, teachers 
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NEW LIFE WAS GROWING 
INSIDE HER
by Cindy Marais
(assisted by Nathi Gaisa)

“Do not wait; the time will never be 
‘just right. ’Start where you stand, 
and work with whatever tools you 
may have at your command, and 
better tools will be found as you go 
along.” — George Herbert

These words shook her out of the 
horns of the dilemma she found 

herself on when, subsequent to being 
accepted for the 2019 pupillage pro-
gram at the Polokwane Bar, Sefahamela 
Chegofatso discovered that she had 
conceived, and new life was growing 
inside her. Along with this discovery 
came a series of other legitimate con-
cerns; would she be able to cope with 
such an intensive program given her 
new circumstances? 

This difficult situation coincided 
with the release of her results for the 
attorneys’ board exams. She began to 
toy with the idea of postponing her 
long-held desire to embark on the 
pupillage program, opting rather, to 
apply for admission as an attorney until 
the baby would be old enough for her to 
undergo the program. 

Further complicating her situation, 
and limiting her options, was that she 
had already resigned from her previous 
employ as a candidate attorney. It meant 
that she would have to apply for a 
position as a newly admitted attorney. 
As most would know, this is not an easy 
process. 

After wrestling with these competing 
options, by the time the pupillage 
program commenced in January 2019, 
she had made her decision. She was 
now an official pupil of the Polokwane 
Bar. Everyone seemed excited but for 
her, there was an undeniable sense of 
uncertainty of what the program would 
entail in the coming months. 

Within a few weeks of classes, 
following the commencement of the 
program, she had learned so much that 
there was simply no turning back. It was 
in these few weeks that the entire team 
quickly realised the volume of work 
they would be expected to cover.

With each passing week, it became 

evident, and most seniors emphasised it, 
that the pupillage team’s biggest enemy 
would be time. Between preparing for 
and attending classes, reading, making 
notes and summaries of voluminous 
work, they also had to make time to 
study. Sefahamela anticipated that she 
would face difficulties studying towards 
the end of the program – at which 
time she would be heavily pregnant. 
Consequently, she had to dedicate a lot 
of time to reading and summarising her 
work in the early days of the program. 

At a personal level, fatigue was 
the toughest challenge that she faced. 
This was compounded by her physical 
situation. Gradually, the continuous 
engagement with the different modules 
on a daily basis, and the 60km daily 
travels from Mokopane to Polokwane 
began to take their toll on her. There 
was a point she was always tired and 
started experiencing serious back pains. 
This made studying difficult but with 
the support of her fellow classmates, 
who were readily available to assist her, 
either by carrying her bags or bringing 
her food and water, she managed to 
keep up and attended all classes. 

It was during this period that a good 
friend Adv. T Modisane took it upon 
himself to pick her up from the taxi 
rank every morning (six blocks from 
the High Court/Bar) and drop her off 
at the hiking point or taxi rank every 
afternoon. She was also fortunate to 
receive support from the staff and other 
members of the Polokwane Bar who 
offered advice and had an open-door 
policy for the pupillage team to engage 
them on problematic areas of the law. 

The period from the trial advocacy 
training at Mabula to the mock exams 
and then giving birth a week after 
the mock exams was the most intense 
roller coaster Sefahamela had yet to 

experience. Time went by so quickly and 
before she knew it, exams were finally 
“here”. She had to stay optimistic and 
do all that she could to ensure that she 
was up to date; from studying during 
the day while the baby was asleep, to 
studying with baby on her lap when 
he was awake. Though tiring, it was 
enough motivation for her to push 
herself beyond comfort. She owed it to 
herself and all those who believed in 
her. 

The program has taught her that it 
is imperative to maintain self-discipline 
and a high level of time management in 
order to get things done on time. When 
the going got tough and emotions were 
high, she would often remember the 
words of her former principal Ms. K 
Mogashoa – “always remember why 
you are here; you determine the kind of 
lawyer you want to be”. 

Her call to the coming pupils is 
to push themselves beyond their 
comfort – from studying to restraint and 
resilience, to go beyond just believing in 
themselves by putting in the work.

Final exams went by quickly and 
before they knew it, there was so much 
calmness and free time that most had 
no idea what do with it. They left their 
hearts, prayers and hard work on paper, 
and returned for the long wait. What 
followed was a time of intense anxiety. 
It was palpable that the year of sacrifice, 
not only for her but also for those who 
supported her came to a sudden halt. 
“Surely I will pass” turned to “I have to 
pass” and closer to the day of the results, 
her prayer of “I gave it my all please let 
me pass” was said more often than not – 
and surely enough she passed. 

She can finally say, “veni vidi vici”, 
because, indeed, she came, she saw and 
she conquered. 

Polokwane
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ACTING APPOINTMENTS FROM 2018 
2019 (as at 04/10/2019) FOR THE HIGH 
COURT, LIMPOPO DIVISION

Appointments for 2018
•	 Mr	Desmond	Nair,	Chief	Magistrate	of	Pretoria	for	
the	period	29 January 2018 to 31 March 2018

•	 Mr	Maanda	Madima	an	Attorney	of	Thohoyandou	
for	the	period	16 April 2018 to 25 May 2018

•	 Ms	Lizzy	Rambau	an	Attorney	of	Thohoyandou	
for	the	period	28 may 2018 to 30 June 2018

•	 Mr	MI	Mangena	an	Attorney	of	Polokwane	for	the	
period	of 1 June 2018 to 21 September 2018

•	 Mr	Desmond	Nair,	Chief	Magistrate	of	Pretoria	for	
the	period	30 July to 23 September 2018

•	 Adv	MS	Sikhwari	of	Thohoyandou	for	the	period	
of 8 October 2018 to December 2018

Appointments for 2019
•	 Adv	MS	Sikhwari	of	Thohoyandou	for	the	period	
of 28 January 2019 to February 2019

•	 Mr	MI	Mangena	an	Attorney	of	Polokwane	for	the	
period	of	1	March	2019	to	31	March	2019

•	 Adv	LGP	Ledwaba	for	the	period	of	15 April 2019 
to 30 June 2019

•	 Ms	Antolize	Lamminga,	a	Regional	Court	
Magistrate	in	Tzaneen	for	the	period	of 29 July 
2019 to 13 September 2019.

•	 Adv	Beauty	Madavha	of	the	Polokwane	Bar	for	
the	period	of 29 July 2019 to 30 November 2019

•	 Mr	Maanda	Madima	an	Attorney	of	Thohoyandou	
for	the	period	of 01 August 2019 to 20 September 
2019. A
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DO YOU MATCH OUR 
PROFILE? 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR A 
MEMBER IN  

SOUTH AFRICA

World Link for Law is a leading international network 
of law firms  

Celebrating 30 years 1989-2019  

Go to: http://www.worldlink-law.com/join-us 

for more information and the benefits of 
membership or email info@worldlink-law.com 


