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Pretoria Bar
Contributed by Johan Holland-Müter SC

BRONZE BUST IN HONOUR 
OF THE LIMPOPO JUDGE 
PRESIDENT
by John-Holland Müter SC
(Courtesy of Endy Senyatsi of the 
Polokwane Observer)

Members of the legal fraternity came 
out in numbers to witness the un-

veiling of a bronze bust of Judge President 
Ephraim Makgoba during a ceremony 
at the newly inaugurated High Court in 
Polokwane in Limpopo. Judge Makgoba 
is the first Judge President appointed to 
the new Limpopo High Court on the 4th of 
July 2019.

The unveiling was attended by 
various dignitaries and role-players in 
the province. Transport and Community 
Safety MEC for Limpopo, Dickson 
Masemola said that occasions like this 
were rare in the province but that the 
Judge President was a worthy person 
to be honoured in this way. The bust, 
according to the MEC, is a recognition 
of the judge-president’s hard work and 
commitment to the legal fraternity in the 
province. 

The Polokwane Society of Advocates’ 
Chairperson William Mokhari SC thanked 
the Pretoria Society of Advocates for the 
initiative taken, since the local Bar is still in 
its infancy.

The Pretoria Society of Advocates’ 
current Chairperson, Motimele SC and 
past Chairperson Botes SC were among 
the dignitaries attending the unveiling 
ceremony. Botes SC played a leading role 
in the fulfilment of the project. The bust 

was commissioned to encourage legal 
practitioners to strive for excellence in 
their field and to motivate employees at 
the court to reach for the stars and carry 
out their duties to the best of their abilities.

This tribute is particularly applicable 
to the judge president who started the 
Limpopo High Court from scratch. The 
judge president, in response, said the 
sculpture came as a total surprise to 

him and that he was not aware that his 
work and contribution to the law society 
was recognised to such an extent. He 
said that the bust will push him to work 
even harder and he thanked the Pretoria 
Society of Advocates for this amazing 
work of art. He ended off by stating that 
when he retires in years to come, he may 
take the bust with him. A small gesture for 
a remarkable man.
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MS (Simon) 
Mangolele
Simon matriculated 
in Limpopo village of 
Ratole at the Mabake 
High School. He 
obtained the B IURIS 
and LLB degrees at 
the University of the 

North (now Limpopo University). He joined 
the Pretoria Bar during 1996, but left and 
practiced independently between March 
2006 and September 2009 before re-joining 
the Pretoria Bar on 1 October 2009. Simon 
is married with three daughters. Like any 
devoted father, he is manipulated by his 
daughters. Simon is the Chairperson of 
his church’s community and is a devout 
member of his church. In his free time, 
Simon escapes into nature (wild parks) and 
R&B music is food for his soul. Simon served 
on the Bar Council for one year.

MM (Irma) 
Lingenfelder
Irma matriculated at 
Afrikaanse Meisies 
Hoërskool in Pretoria 
and obtained the 
LLB degree at the 
University of Pretoria. 
She completed her 

articles and was admitted as an attorney 
in 1986. She practiced as an attorney and 
became a senior associate at FSF Attorneys 
before joining the Pretoria Bar in 2004. She 
specialises in personal injuries and medical 
negligence claims. Irma is married to Nic 
Maritz SC and they have three children. 
Beside the law, Irma has a passion for the 
culinary arts and also holds a diploma in 
photography. She is passionate about wildlife 
and loves music over many genres. She is a 
lady for all seasons. 

HOR (Oupa) Modisa
Oupa matriculated at 
Vlakfontein Technical 
High School and 
obtained the B IURIS 
and LLB degrees at 
Vista University. Oupa 
joined the Pretoria 
Bar during 2001. He 

served on the Bar Council for one term and 
is involved in the subcommittees of the 
Bar. Oupa is married with one child. Oupa 
has wide interests ranging from hunting, 
reading non-fiction books and listening to 
music from jazz to classical music. He loves 
animation and action and drama movies. 
Locally he is a sturdy Mamelodi Sundowns 
supporter and abroad few teams rank higher 
than Barcelona and Liverpool. He enjoys 
cricket and supports the Proteas. All in all, 
Oupa is a balanced person who enjoys his 
work but also knows how to relax.

HJ (Henk) De Wet
Henk is a born and 
bred Lions supporter 
who matriculated at 
Florida High School 
before obtaining the 
LLB degree at the then 
Randse Afrikaanse 
University (University 

of Johannesburg). He was a prosecutor 
before joining the Office of the State 
Attorney in Pretoria. He was promoted to the 
rank of Senior State Attorney before joining 
the Pretoria Bar during 1989. Henk has three 
children. His has a passion for the outdoors, 
in particular the Chobe nature reserve. 

NEW SILKS AT THE PRETORIA BAR
The following members were appointed by the State President as Senior Advocates with effect from 30 July 2019

M (Marius) Snyman
Marius attended 
Meyerspark and 
Skuilkrans primary 
schools before 
matriculating at 
Silverton High 
School. He obtained 
the LLB degree at 

the University of Pretoria and worked part 
time during his studies as a petrol station 
manager and at the CSIR to collect samples 
and data. He served articles at Haasbroek 
& Boezaart Attorneys, before joining the 
Pretoria Bar during 1993. Marius is actively 
involved in pupil training and his Motion 
Court manual is of help to pupils preparing 
for the examinations. Marius is married with 
four children. Marius is a keen cyclist, Blue 
Bull supporter and classical music lover.

AM (Marius) Heystek
Marius matriculated 
at Pietersburg 
High School before 
attending the 
then University of 
Potchefstroom where 
he obtained the LLB 
and LLM degrees. 

Marius was admitted as an attorney during 
1995 before joining the Pretoria Bar in 1996. 
He is married with two children. Marius is 
a keen photographer and when not behind 
the lens cap, he recharges his soul in the 
Drakensberg. He is a keen fly fisherman and 
has a fondness for Rhodes in the Eastern 
Cape, where he relaxes with his family. A 
good book also helps him to forget about the 
daily legal issues that consumes all his time 
in Pretoria.
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M (Makhosi) Gwala
Makhosi was born 
in the small village 
of KwaBhacu in the 
Eastern Cape where 
he attended Sodladla 
Primary School 
and matriculated at 
Zibokwana Senior 

Secondary School. He became a taxi queue 
marshall at the Mdantsane Taxi Rank before 
enrolling for the B Iuris and LLB degrees at 
the University of Transkei. He started with 
articles at an attorney’s firm in East London 
and was admitted as an attorney during 
2001. He answered the Bar’s calling and 
enrolled as a pupil at the Pretoria Bar at the 
beginning of 2006 and has been in practice 
at the Bar since. He has acted in the Eastern 
Cape and the Gauteng High Court since 
2015. Although he enjoys to sing, he restricts 
himself to this in church only and, his wife 
permitting, has a keen interest in gardening. 

PA (André) Swanepoel
André matriculated at 
Pionier High School 
in the northern part 
of Kwa-Zulu Natal. 
He then obtained his 
LLB degree at the 
(then) Potchefstroom 
University and his 

Master’s Degree in Tax Law at the University 
of Pretoria. André joined the Pretoria Bar in 
1996 and served on the Bar Council during 
2009/2010. André is married and the proud 
father of two daughters. His speciality in Tax 
Law has taken him abroad to Hong Kong, 
Switzerland and London. He enjoys reading 
fiction and biographies in his free time when 
not pursuing his passion as a private fixed-
wing and helicopter pilot. Although a tax 
specialist, he does not see everything in little 
square boxes. 

JL (Jannet) Gildenhuys
Jannet matriculated 
at Potchefstroom 
Gymnasium and 
obtained the 
LLB degree at 
the University of 
Potchefstroom (Now 
University of North 

West). She obtained the LLM degree at 
the Emory University of Atlanta (USA) 
in International Law, Human Rights and 
Constitutional Law. She also obtained the 
LLD degree at the University of Stellenbosch 
in Constitutional Law. She served on the 
Bar Council for one term and was a lecturer 
at Unisa for two years before joining the 
Pretoria Bar during 1999. Jannet is married 
with three children. She is addicted to 
reading (not only legal works) and is an avid 
music lover. She relaxes in the outdoors by 
hiking and breaking away to the wild to 
enjoy the sanctuary of nature.

CH (Harry) Van 
Bergen
Harry matriculated at 
Afrikaanse Hoërskool 
vir Seuns (Affies) 
in Pretoria before 
obtaining the LLB 
degree at Tukkies 
(University of Pretoria). 

Harry is married with three children. He 
obtained the LLB degree at Tukkies before 
doing national service as a Law Officer 
at the Waterkloof Air Force Base. He was 
admitted as an advocate during 1981 but 
removed himself from the roll to serve 
articles and became an attorney during 
1985. He was a professional assistant and 
later a director of a well-known attorney’s 
firm in Blue Bull Country before joining the 
Pretoria Bar during 2003. Harry is a man of 
many interests. He reads widely in general 
history, aviation and military history. His 
music interest ranges from blues, classical 
music, to jazz and rock. He is a keen Blue 
Bulls supporter and enjoys gymnastics. He 
is a nature lover and when the opportunity 
arises, will breakaway to the family farm in 
the Hoedspruit area. He has an interest in 
broad visual arts and likes to travel. There are 
few dull moments in his life.

MD (David) 
Mohlamonyane
David was born 
in Cullinan where 
he completed his 
education at Motheo 
and Balebageng 
(meaning ‘thank 
them’) Primary 

Schools and Mamelodi High School. After 
taking a year’s break he enrolled for a 
Diploma in Law at the then University of 
the North (Turfloop) before joining the 
Department of Justice as a prosecutor and 
later a magistrate in Lebowa Kgomo. He re-
entered Turfloop to complete the LLB degree 
and returned as magistrate in Makwaraleng 
outside Mokopane. He resigned in 1996 
to undergo pupillage at the Pretoria Bar 
and joined the Bar in 2000. He is an active 
member of several subcommittees of the 
Bar. David is married with two boys. David 
is a ‘Brazilian’ (Sundowns) and Blue Bulls 
supporter. He loves to travel and the Kruger 
National Park ranks on top of his list of most 
visited places. He loves nature and St Lucia 
also sees him often. His interests cover a 
broad spectrum with a particular fondness 
for travel magazines and The Reader’s Digest. 
He is also a lover of Gospel music. 

J (John) Holland-
Müter
John matriculated at 
Generaal Hertzog High 
School in Witbank 
(now Emahlaleni) in 
Mpumalanga before 
obtaining the B Iuris 
(UP) and LLB (Unisa) 

degrees and joined the Department of Justice 
as a clerk, prosecutor, magistrate and later, 
lecturer at the Justice College. John joined 
the Pretoria Bar in 1998 and has acted as 
a judge in the Pretoria and Johannesburg 
High Courts on numerous occasions. John 
has served on the Bar Council since 2010 
and is actively involved in various sub-
committees and the training of pupils. He 
has also served on the School Governing 
Bodies of the Rietfontein Primary School 
and the Wonderboom High School for 15 
years. He is married with three daughters 
and one grandson. He is an amateur grower 
of various species of clivias (clivia minata and 
clivia nobilis). During the flowering season 
there are more than 250 flowering plants 
on display in his garden. He loves music 
(in particular classical music) and is a keen 
reader of various non-fiction biographies, 
World War II memoirs and poetry (Breyten 
Breytenbach in particular). Croatia is one of 
the countries he will revisit. 

Pretoria
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E (Ephriam) Seima
Ephriam was born 
and bred in Pretoria. 
He attended school 
in Atteridgeville in 
Pretoria and then 
went to the University 
of Turfloop (now 
Limpopo) where 

he obtained the B Iuris degree. He started 
with articles at E I Moosa Attorneys and 
completed the LLB degree via the University 
of Vista. His love for the law was stimulated 
by Judge Moseneke and Sithole SC (a former 
senior member of the Pretoria Bar). He 
joined the Bar during 1997. He is married 
with three children. He is a devoted member 
of the Christian Presbyterian Church and a 
family man. He supports Chelsea and the 
‘Brazilians’ (Sundowns), Lewis Hamilton 
and the Mercedes F1 team. Jazz and classical 
music with stars such as Hugh Masekela, 
Andrea Bocelli, Aretha Franklin and Pavarotti 
all have special places in his collection. He 
has travelled throughout Africa, Europe and 
America. He loves nature and has visited 
Chobe, Victoria Falls and the Garden Route 
locally. He loves reading classic works and 
works by the Dalai Lama. 

ACTING APPOINTMENTS
The following members of the Pretoria Bar held acting appointments in the Gauteng Division Pretoria

FMM (Frances) 
Snyman
Frances matriculated 
at Rustenburg High 
School. She was a 
part time student and 
a fulltime member 
of the South African 
Police Services since 

1991. After being a uniform member for 
some years, she worked at the VIP section 
and obtained the National Police Diploma. 
This prompted her to continue with her 
legal studies and she obtained the LLB 
degree from Unisa. She was promoted to the 
rank of Captain before joining the Pretoria 
Bar during June 2002. Frances is an active 
member of the Professional and Ethics 
subcommittee of the Pretoria Bar Council 
for the past 15 years and served on the Bar 
Council for two years. She is married and her 
husband is her best chef in the world. 

PF (Piet) Pretorius
Piet was born in 
Lydenburg and 
matriculated at 
Hoërskool Bergsig 
in Rustenburg. He 
obtained the BLC 
LLB degree at the 
University of Pretoria 

and joined the Department of Justice as 
a prosecutor. After prosecuting in various 
Magisterial districts, he was transferred 
to the Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. During 1993 he was promoted 
to the rank of Senior State Advocate. He 
joined the Pretoria Bar on 1 February 1997 
and specialises in criminal law. Outside the 
Bar, Piet served on the school governing 
body of Laerskool Monumentpark for nine 
years. He is actively involved in the training 
of pupils. Piet is happily married with three 
children. Although his family is number one 
in his life, they only rank slightly ahead of his 
passion for his favourite Blue Bulls team. He 
is a collector of scarce Blue Bull memorabilia 
jerseys and, should time allow, he collects 
good red wine and reads sport and history. 

Second Term 2019
NGD Maritz SC

20 to 24 May 2019
R Du Plessis SC

10 to 14 June 2019
JJ Strijdom SC

15 April to 28 June 2019
ZZ Matebese SC

27 to 31 May 2019
M Snyman

06 to 10 May 2019
PA Swanepoel

22 April to 03 May 2019
J Vlok 

13 to 17 May 2019
Y Coertzen

29 April to 03 May 2019
G Jacobs

03 to 07 May 2019
DM Mohlamonyane

15 to 26 April 2019
CAC Korf

22 to 26 April 2019
SM Maritz

29 April to 03 May 2019
J Rust

27 to 31 May 2019
GT Avvakoumides

15 to 19 April 2019

Recess
F Diedericks SC

22 to 26 July 2019
DB Du Preez SC

01 to 05 July 2019
08 to 12 July 2019

J Holland-Müter
8 to 12 July 2019

MH Van Twisk
15 to 19 July 2019
22 to 26 July 2019

N Erasmus
01 to 05 July 2019
15 to 19 July 2019

M Gwala
01 to 05 July 2019

A Granova
08 to 12 July 2019

A (Adrian) Vorster
15 to 19 July 2019
22 to 26 July 2019

RA Slater
08 to 12 July 2019

Third Term 2019
LI Vorster SC

29 July to 16 August 2019
AJ Louw SC

19 to 23 August 2019
DM Leathern SC

12 to 16 August 2019
FW Botes SC

05 to 08 August 2019
HK Kooverjie SC

09 to 20 September 2019
HR Fourie SC

29 July to 02 August 2019
LC Haupt SC

29 July to 02 August 2019
J Holland-Müter SC

19 August to 20 September 
2019

PA Swanepoel SC
29 July to 20 September 
2019

FMM Snyman SC
12 to 30 August 2019

P Nonyane
02 to 6 September 2019

Pretoria

Recess
LI Vorster SC

23 to 27 September 2019
F Diedericks SC

30 September to 04 October 
2019

DB Du Preez SC
23 to 27 September 2019

FA Ras SC 
23 to 27 September 2019

LC Haupt SC
23 to 27 September 2019

E Seima SC
23 to 27 September 2019

RA Slater
23 to 27 September 2019

CR Van Onselen
23 to 27 September 2019

F Pauer
23 to 27 September 2019 A


