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I would like to speak directly to the participants of this course. 
You have spent the last four days (and perhaps many more 

days before the course) poring over course materials, learning 
new skills and trying new things, with your heads buried in the 
sand. 

But all of you found a way to navigate out of the sands and 
to present your case effectively at the end. You should be proud 
of that.

You will no doubt be reflecting on how much you have 
learnt. And how nice the trainers have been to you. But it 
shouldn’t end there. 

Let me add two things that you ought to reflect upon as you 
head back to your respective homes tomorrow:

Firstly, the faculty of trainers who have spent time with you 
throughout this week.

I have spent a considerable amount of time teaching at 
courses similar to this in many parts of the world. For example, 
Benny Makola and I just spent a lovely weekend together in the 
Maldives a few weeks ago.

I have done courses like this across the world. Without any 
disrespect to my friends and colleagues from around the world, 
there is no other faculty of local trainers like the South African 
faculty. 

Please do not for even a single minute assume that the 
quality of teaching you have witnessed here is the same as it is 
everywhere in the world. 

Please do not assume the warmth, the generosity and the 
genuine and burning desire each South African trainer has to 
help each and every one of you equally – regardless of race, 
religion, colour or gender – is the same as it is everywhere else in 
the world. 

Please do not assume in other parts of the world there exists a 
strong body of judges who come back to the Bar to train and help 
you become better advocates. And what an amazingly talented 
bunch of judges you have as trainers! They are all so very good 
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in their own ways.
Do not assume the strength and depth of the South African 

faculty is normal. It isn’t normal. It is, in fact, unique. When I first 
came here in 2014 to Wallenberg, I met several participants. 

I met Grace Goedhart, Keabetswe Mokotedi, Benny Makola, 
Warren Shapiro, Paul Wallis, Naome Manaka …. I met them as 
participants.

This week, in 2020, you will note that they are not only 
trainers, but they are also group tutors. 

That’s a staggering achievement. By them personally. And 
also by the leadership of advocacy training in South Africa who 
have helped them to succeed and flourish.

As for the leadership of advocacy training in South Africa, 
much will be said this evening about Anna Annandale and her 
team. Let me be the first to do so. I have trained with Anna 
Annandale in Singapore, in Oxford and in Kuala Lumpur. But 
the Anna Annandale you have seen here this week is a different 
being altogether. If I were to reference “Linda Hamilton”, would 
anyone of you young people understand what I mean? 

Together with Jacky and her team, they were not just Linda 
Hamilton. They were Linda Hamilton and the Terminator, all 
rolled into one. 

It seems silly now to compare Anna to Linda Hamilton or the 
Terminator… Anna is much taller!

In short, you are all blessed to have spent time this week 
with these individuals. You should reflect on that. At the end of 
your reflection, you must come to this conclusion: The only way 
you can repay their kindness and generosity is to be them. Be 
trained as a trainer. Go out to all the places in South Africa where 
advocates need training and need your help. Help the young 
advocates be better advocates. Help them be stronger advocates.

My second and last point is about strength and courage. 
All our countries share a common understanding. A strong 

independent judiciary together with a strong and robust Bar are 
fundamental to the rule of law and the strength of any nation. 
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All our countries are now going through challenges and 
strains on the pillars of the rule of law. Malaysia, Australia, 
England, New Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore, Scotland, Ireland 
and South Africa. Each of these countries has suffered attacks 
on the rule of law in recent times. Some still continue to suffer 
attacks. South Africa is not alone. In places like Hong Kong, the 
fight has blown out into the open. In other places, it is simmering 
just under the surface. 

In Malaysia, great strides have been made but religious and 
racial tensions still simmer under the surface.

In my (lovely) weekend with Benny in the Maldives, we 
landed a few days after their former president was put in prison 
based on allegations of abuse of power and there were rallies and 
protests happening all around us.

We have hopefully during this course equipped you with 
skills to present your arguments forcefully, and with logic and 
clarity. What we do here is to try to make you a better advocate. 
The skills we have taught you will serve you well in your future 
work. We hope you will use these skills to fight and argue 
persuasively and forcefully for your clients.

During the course of this week, some of you may have 
been told that you must have courage. Courage to take a point 
forcefully. Courage to not pursue a point. Courage to move on to 
your next point, if it is not gaining any traction with the judge.

But when it comes to issues of rule of law and issues of 
human rights and public interest, the Malaysian experience, 
in a country with many races, religions and cultures, is this: 
There is no backing down. There is no compromise. Despite 
insurmountable odds, you must push on and you must fight. 
Immediate results may not go your way but, in the long run, 
these cases are but a stepping stone for the development of 

stronger legal principles and a fairer, more equitable society.
The world will change. That is a given. Whether it changes 

for the better or worse, you have a say in this. My parting words 
to you are this – “Take up cases to right wrongs, to redress injustice 
and to pursue a more equitable South African society”. A

Brendan Navin Siva
Chairman
International Advocacy Training Council (IATC)

Advocacy training Gala dinner speech

The local and international faculty celebrate 
the success of the course at the gala dinner.

Justice Madlanga of the Constitutional Court addresses participants 
on what judges want from appellate advocates, and Tembeka 
Ngcukaitobi SC from JSA looks on before sharing his insights on the 
advocates’ perspective on appellate advocacy.
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