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NEW JUDGES

Nyameko Gqamana SC
Nyameko Gqamana SC took up his posi-
tion as a judge of the Eastern Cape Divi-
sion on 1 January 2020. He will be based in 
Port Elizabeth.

Judge Gqamana is a graduate of the 
erstwhile	Vista	University	and	University	
of Port Elizabeth (now the Nelson Mande-
la	University).	He	was	called	to	the	Bar	in	
1997 and took silk in 2014. Judge Gqamana 
held several acting appointments between 
2012 and 2018. He was a senior CCMA 
commissioner between 2000 and 2012. 

Judge Gqamana had an illustrious 
career as an advocate. He built a successful 
practice which encompassed most areas of 
public and private law, including adminis-
trative law and medical negligence. 

During his time at the Bar, Judge Gqa-
mana was a strong champion for the cause 
of transformation, not only in word but 
also in deed. At his farewell function he 
spoke passionately about the need to sup-
port newly-qualified counsel, especially 
those who are under-represented at the 
Bar and in the judiciary. 

Judge Gqamana is known for his pro-
fessionalism, pleasant demeanour, sense of 
humour and courteousness, all of which 
will stand him in good stead in his new 
role. His appointment enriches the PE 
bench and we wish him well. 

Judge Gqamana is married with three 
children. Outside of work, he enjoys 
spending time on his farm in the Alice 
district. 
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Bulelwa Pakati
Judge Bulelwa Pakati joins our division 
from Kimberley, with effect from 1 Janu-
ary 2020. She is a graduate of the erst-
while	University	of	Transkei.

Prior to her appointment to the bench 
of the Northern Cape Division in 2012, 
Judge Pakati served as a magistrate (1991-
--2002), senior magistrate (2002--2004) and 
regional magistrate (2004 --2012). 

Judge Pakati is an active member of 
the South African Chapter of the Inter-
national Association for Women Judges, 
most recently serving as its Northern 
Cape coordinator. 
Judge Pakati brings with her a wealth of 
judicial experience, which will no doubt 
enrich the PE bench. We wish her well. 

NEW MEMBERS
We are delighted that all of the 2019 pupils 
have joined our Bar.

▲Nathi Dwayi and ▲Analisa 
Masiza completed their LLB studies 
at	the	Nelson	Mandela	University	in	
2018, immediately prior to starting their 
pupillage. Analisa played an active role in 

stu dent governance as a member of the 
Student Representative Council and she 
represented the university in mock trial 
competitions. 

Sinclair Grobler holds an LLB degree 
from	UNISA	and	a	postgraduate	diploma	
in Labour Law Practice from the Nelson 
Mandela	University.	Shortly	after	com
pleting his articles in Port Elizabeth, he 
started pupillage. 

◄James Ramsay 
graduated from 
the	University	of	
Stellenbosch with the 
BA and LLB degrees. 
He was admitted as 
an attorney in 2016 
and practised in the 
litigation department 

of De Klerk & Van Gend Inc in Cape Town 
before commencing pupillage. 

►Joel Sesar is a former prosecutor and 
magistrate. 

Jason Thysse 
is a former Senior 
State Advocate 
with more than 20 
years prosecutorial 
experience. He 
completed his BProc 
and LLB degrees 
at	Vista	University	and	holds	an	LLM	
degree	from	UNISA	with	specialisation	in	
Criminal and Procedural law. 

PUPILS
This year’s pupils have significant prior 
experience in law. They are: Gustav 
Joubert (attorney and magistrate); Bongo 
Lwazi Mvinjelwa (State Advocate); 
Moliegi Malerato Ndamase (State 
Attorney’s office) and Siphokazi Ntunzi 
(independent advocate). 

ACTING APPOINTMENTS
Anusha Rawjee was the only 
member of our Bar to hold an acting 
appointment during the first term of 
2020. A


