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Pretoria Bar’s year-end 
cocktail function 

The annual year-end cocktail function 
of the Pretoria Bar was held on Thurs-

day, 28 November 2019 at The Club Ad-
vocates’ Chambers. This function serves 
as an occasion at which we pay tribute to 
judges who have retired from the Pretoria 
Division of the High Court and to present 
Bar medals and trophies to deserving final 
year LLB students. 

This function was well attended 
by both judges of the Pretoria High 
Court and members of the Society. 
Representatives of the respective 
universities were also present as well 
as the deputy minister of justice and 
constitutional development and the 
Chairperson of the Legal Practice Council.

The Society paid tribute to judges Bill 
Prinsloo and Cynthia Pretorius, former 
members of the Society who retired from 
the Bench during the year.

Judge Prinsloo, joined the Society on 2 
August 1982 and was awarded Silk status 
on 14 December 1995. He was appointed 
to the Bench on 16 May 2005 and retired 
on 18 October 2019. 

Judge Pretorius, joined the Society on 
1 March 1994 and was awarded Silk status 
on 22 February 2006. She was appointed 
to the Bench on 15 May 2006. During her 
tenure as a judge at the Pretoria High 
Court she also acted as a judge in the 
Constitutional Court and as the Deputy 
Judge President on a number of occasions. 
Judge Pretorius retired on 12 May 2019.

Best final year LLB student 
awards

The Pretoria Bar awards medals and 
trophies to deserving final year LLB stu-
dents	at	UNISA,	University	of	Pretoria,	
University	of	Limpopo	and	the	Univer-
sity of Venda for outstanding academic 
achievements during their final year of 
study. The law faculties of the universities 
nominate their respective top achievers.

The Grotius medal for the best student 
at	the	University	of	Pretoria	has	been	
awarded since 1957. The first recipient 
was IWB De Villiers, former chairperson 
of the Pretoria Society of Advocates and 
later a judge of the Pretoria High Court. 
Other recipients of the medal include 
retired Supreme Court of Appeal Judge, 
LTC Harms, retired Constitutional Court, 
Judge J Van der Westhuizen, as well as 
various members of the Pretoria Bar. 

The Grotius medal for 2019 was 
awarded to Ms Viyola Van Zyl. 

Ms Evidence Mathiva, Ms Viyola Van Zyl and Ms Besty Nchabeleng.

The first Johannes Voet medal for the 
best	student	at	UNISA	was	awarded	in	
1963 to JA Louw. Other recipients include 
the late Judge SJ Mynhardt, retired Con-
stitutional Judge E Cameron and former 
Judge Mabel Jansen. 

The 2019 award was given to Dr Ilne 
Van der Westhuizen, but she was unfortu-
nately not available to receive the medal. 

The Judge Bernard Ngoepe trophy 
for the best final year LLB student at the 
University	of	Limpopo	was	introduced	in	
2011. 

The award for 2019 was given to Ms 
Besty Nchabeleng who is currently doing 
pupillage at the Pretoria Bar. 

The McCaps Motimele SC trophy for 
the	best	final	year	LLB	student	at	the	Uni-
versity of Venda was introduced in 2012. 

The award for 2019 was made to Ms 
Evidence Mathiva.


