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ACTING APPOINTMENTS
The following members held acting
appointments:

Fourth term 2020 Nick Mullins
SC, Ivana Bands, Nolubabalo
Ntsepe.

First term 2021 Tania Zietsman.

Second term 2021 Wabo Msizi.

It is worth noting that for the first
time, academics have held acting
appointments in our division.
Professor Avinash Govindjee, Dean
of Law at Nelson Mandela University
acted during the first and second
terms of 2021; Professor Rosaan
Kruger, former Dean of Law at
Rhodes University, acted during the
second term of 2021. Congratulations
to them and to our own members.

PUPILS
Four pupils started the year but one
subsequently withdrew.

Katie Morris is a graduate of
Rhodes University. She
practiced as an attorney in Port
Elizabeth for 12 years before
starting pupilage.

Anele Mbenyane worked in
the litigation department
of the City of Cape Town
before becoming a pupil. He
graduated from the University
of the Western Cape.

Ntsikelelo Gwele is a graduate of
Walter Sisulu University. He
was previously a candidate
attorney.
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A HALF CENTURY AT THE BAR
P J de Bruyn, better known as Dup,

is this year celebrating an incredible
achievement — 50 years as a member of
the Port Elizabeth Bar. He joined in 1971
and took silk in 1988.

Dup was born in Lichtenburg in the
Western Transvaal (now the North West
province). Growing up in the platteland,
much of school life revolved around
sport and outdoor pursuits. Dup was no
exception.

Following matric, Dup embarked
on law studies at the erstwhile
Potchefstroom University for Christian
Higher Education. He had no interest
in commerce, science or arts, but was
intrigued by law. Initially, he was quite
fond of private law, but during his LLB
studies, his interest shifted to procedural
law, particularly the law of evidence.
Classes were small and Dup was one
of only eight students in his final year.
The group produced four senior counsel
(including Dup). three law professors and
one attorney.

Following graduation, Dup was
recruited by Prof Frik van Zyl, his former
private law lecturer, to join the recently
founded University of Port Elizabeth,
as lecturer in 1971. But in his first year,
Dup left academia to join the Bar. Being
new in town, briefs were initially few
and far between. During this lean period,
Dup acquired an impressive collection
of comics to read in chambers. But
comics were soon replaced by briefs. The
foundation of his future success lay in
hard work and in going the proverbial
extra mile. His secret lay in exceeding
expectations. Even in unopposed matters
Dup would prepare heads of argument.
Attorneys were paying attention and
soon his practice started to blossom. He
still believes that motion court offers
new advocates, especially those who do
not have an existing network of briefing
attorneys, an excellent opportunity to
impress attorneys. Conventional wisdom
dictates that If they perform well, briefs
should follow.

At the time of his joining the Bar,
there were only 14 active members. The
provincial division of the Supreme Court
was based in Grahamstown and Port
Elizabeth was merely a circuit court. It
was only in 1974 that the South Eastern
Cape Local Division was formally
established in Port Elizabeth.

When Dup joined, the Bar was housed
in the Standard Bank building in the
city centre. The Bar then moved to the
Trust Bank building and thereafter to the
Capital building at the corner of Mount
Road and Main Street. In the late 1980s
the Bar moved to the Oasim Building in
Rink Street. One of the great features of
Oasim is that the South-facing offices on
the higher floors have a spectacular view
of the St George’s Park cricket ground.
Dup’s chambers were on the seventh
floor, so he had a bird’s eye view of the
cricket action.

Dup left Oasim in 2010 to join the
newly-established Club Chambers,
which is housed in the historic P E Club
building. Dup’s chambers are large and
spacious and tastefully decorated with
art ranging from modern to the more
traditional. A good example of his taste is
the sculpture by Anton Momberg seen in
the top right corner of the photograph.

Dup has had an illustrious legal career.
He has appeared before the Constitutional
Court, the Supreme Court of Appeal and
nearly all the divisions of the High Court.
He held second chambers in Cape Town
for many years. He particularly enjoys
trial work. Over the last few years, he
has specialised in medical negligence
cases. His cross-examination prowess
is the stuff of legend. Dup emphasises
the importance of strategic thinking.

The witness is lulled into a false sense of
security before the pinnacle question is
put to the witness, one which elicits the
much sought-after crucial concession or
admission, or contradiction on a material
fact.

Ironically, as a civil lawyer, he is
arguably best known publicly for his



criminal defence work. In 1993 Dup
successfully defended Brigadier Oupa
Gqozo, military leader of Ciskei, who had
been charged with the murder of Charles
Sebe, brother of the deposed president
Lennox Sebe. Gqozo came to power in
1990 following a coup d’état.

In 2007 Dup was lead defence counsel
in the murder trial of Fred van der
Vyver, who had been charged with the
murder of his girlfriend, Inge Lotz. His
juniors in the case were Barry Pienaar
and Terry Price, both of whom are now
senior counsel. The trial generated much
publicity and featured prominently in the
media. Van der Vyver was acquitted by
Judge Deon Van Zyl and two assessors
after a nine-month trial.

Dup is a former chairperson of the PE
Bar and served on the General Council of
the Bar for many years. He has acted as a
judge on many occasions.

Dup is ably supported by Sarah Thaw,
his personal assistant of 13 years. One
can only marvel at her dedication and
commitment. Sarah accompanies Dup to
trials and keeps abreast of relevant law
and articles published in medical journals.

Dup’s quirky sense of humour is
evident from his love of Tom Sharpe’s
novels and Mad Magazine. Probably one of
his favourite ways to enjoy his books and
music (Kris Kristofferson is his favourite
singer) is with a glass of champagne (the
real McCoy, not sparkling wine).

Dup is a scintillating conversationalist.
He has an extensive arsenal of anecdotes.
There is always an interesting and
amusing story to tell about a case or
someone he has met over the years.

His modesty and charm mean that he
is very well liked. Dup has none of the
pomposity, arrogance, highhandedness
or aloofness which sometimes comes with
seniority. In my experience he is modest,
considerate and respectful to others. He
is generous with his time and advice. He
exemplifies professionalism, dedication
and hard work.

Dup credits much of his success to the
support, patience and love of his wife of
51 years, Truia, and his four children.

The PE Bar is much richer for Dup’s
decision to leave academia and join legal
practice; academia’s loss was our gain.
We wish him still many years of health,
happiness and success.
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Courses can be completed online or
face-to-face. To register for a course or
for more information please visit
www.bbm-ets.co.za or contact us on
info@bbm-ets.co.za
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