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THE CAPE BAR’S JUNIOR
MEMBERS OFFER A HELPING
HAND

by Anneretha Oosthuizen, Cape Bar

Earlier this year, when it was made
aware of the dwindling funds
available for the Cape Bar’s financial
assistance initiatives, the Cape Bar’s
Junior Bar Committee (“JBC”) committed
itself to conceiving innovative ways to
assist in funding those initiatives. The
reason for the significant decline in
available funds is attributed to a marked
decrease in contributions from members
of the Cape Bar — no doubt as a result

of the interminable global Covid-19
pandemic that had ravaged everyone’s
financial affairs. The pandemic has

had a particularly devastating effect on
the fledgling practices of baby juniors,
especially those from disadvantaged
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backgrounds who are reliant on the Cape
Bar’s financial assistance to keep the
wolves from the door.

As it is comprised mainly of young
junior members, the JBC understands
the challenge of building a practice from
scratch. This is the more so in these
Covid-19 times where lay clients now
strive to cut costs wherever they can, to
the detriment of the juniors formerly
on brief, who, in the wake of the lay
client’s covid-choice, are now caught in
the pernicious grasp of uncertainty. It is
therefore no exaggeration to say that the
Cape Bar’s financial assistance, through
its various financial assistance initiatives,
is of critical importance.

1nn
am

1
111

As a result, the JBC has resolved
to conceive of and look for other
opportunities to raise funds in an
effort to contribute to the Cape Bar’s
transformation bursary. Its maiden
initiative is to offer members the
opportunity to have a professional picture
taken by one of the Cape Bar’s members,
at a cost of R 50.00, which will then be
posted on the Cape Bar’s website on that
member’s profile. Since its moonlighting
member has agreed to render this service
ex gratia, all funds raised will go towards
the Cape Bar’s transformation bursary.

The JBC is already planning its next
fund-raising initiative, which it hopes to
announce early next term.
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