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WOMEN'S MONTH AND CONCOMITANT CELEBRATIONS

ollowing Judge I Van Rhyn’s
F appointment as a permanent judge
in the Bloemfontein High Court,
Free State Division, on 1 June 2022 the
Free State Society of Advocates was abuzz
with celebrations to wish her well in her
new position.

Her appointment and the subsequent
celebrations were timely as the country
celebrated and commemorated women'’s
month.

On 25 August 2022, the Society held
a farewell ceremony in honour of Van
Rhyn J. This event comprised of only the
members of the society to greet her as
a colleague. The chairperson of the Bar
Council, Snellenburg SC, said that Van
Rhyn J “is known amongst our members
as soft spoken ... hardworking. She
demands respect and conducts herself
with authority without the necessity to
trample on any one.” This is indeed the
best characterisation of her.

Since the theme for 2022 women’s
month is “Women’s Socio-Economic
Rights and Empowerment: Building Back
Better for Women'’s Improved Resilience”,
Snellenburg SC noted that it was thus
fitting to celebrate women’s month on
such an auspicious occasion.

During her address at the function
Van Rhyn ] said:

“I will always have fond memories
of the Bar ... To me the Bar will always
represent a family, a group of extremely
nice people — people who care for each
other and who look after each other and
stand together and work very hard to
uphold the law...”

Following the celebration of the
Society to congratulate her on her
achievement, bid farewell and wish her
well on her new journey, the division
officially celebrated her appointment in
motion court on 1 September 2022.

The Free State High Court Division

held a welcoming for Van Rhyn ] with
members of the Bar in attendance and
various representatives of the legal
fraternity. Snellenburg SC, Acting DPP:
Adv N Somaru from the Office of the
NDPPE, Ms Tumi Modise from Free State
Legal Practice Council, Ms B Maranyane
of the Office of the State Attorney, Mr M
Motloung from Legal Aid Bloemfontein
and Adv LL Holele from the Office of the
Family Advocate were all in attendance,
amongst the DJP’s family and friends to
celebrate this milestone.

She acknowledged all the people that
made her journey possible.

The official welcoming in motion
court was followed by a welcome
function in her honour which was hosted
by the Society.

Across the board the one word that
could be cited synonymously with ‘women’
is resilience and van Rhyn ] embodies that.
In the last publication of Advocate, oblivious
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The celebration
of 1 September
2022 was not only
to congratulate
Van Rhyn J on her
appointment, it
was also held in
honour of and to
bid farewell to Judge Jordaan who was
first appointed as a judge on 1 January
2009. Prior to his elevation to the bench,
Jordaan ] was the chairman of the Free
State Society of Advocates and senior
counsel. He retired on 14 March 2021.
The Society could not hold an earlier
farewell for Judge Jordaan as it fell at a
time when the country was subject to
strict Covid-19 restrictions.

We are grateful as a Society
to have had his extensive legal
knowledge, experience and prowess
on the Bench. During his speech at the
function, Jordaan ] implored all the
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then to the theme for women’s month, the
writer reported: “She resigned from the Bar
in 1999 due to the financial pressures, she
remarked during her interview. ‘We had to

pay monthly fees to the Bar. I then went to
an independent Bar where I paid a minimal
fee. I then practised from home for about
11 years, which meant that I didn’t have to
pay for an office.”

A tale of resilience and perseverance.

legal practitioners to remain steadfast

in adhering to the highest ethical
conduct and unwavering preparation.
He remarked that it is particularly
disconcerting for instance for a judge

to prepare for a hundred motion court
applications and pick up issues with
those applications but a legal practitioner
with one or two instructions overlooking
mistakes. He reminded us that we are
enjoined, as officers of the court, to an
unwavering work ethic.

SPORTS AND RECREATION

The Society is pleased to celebrate one of
our junior member’s Comrades Marathon,
which took place on 28 August 2022 (Down
Run). Comrades Marathon is known as

the ‘Ultimate Human Race’ — any person to
complete this race, which comprises of a
distance of 90.2kms, must have nothing
short of discipline, commitment and
stamina. But I am certain that a bit of

Known to many colleagues over the
years, we are confident that Van Rhyn
J will execute her duties as a judge with
empathy, poise and sternness.

We wish her well and remain proud
as a Society to have so appropriately
welcomed her onto the bench. The Free
State Bench now boasts a formidable
composition of female judges with Van
Rhyn J's addition.

‘insanity’ is also necessary to get you
over the finish line.

Francois Jacobs has them all. Having
attempted and successfully completed his
first Comrades Marathon — we can safely
make that assumption. We congratulate
him. It has often been said that running
(long distance running) in particular,
is a mental sport and it is so because it
requires an enduring mind to not only
enjoy it but train for it. These are qualities
that are undeniably indispensable in
practice as counsel and places him in
good stead for his career ahead!

ACTING APPOINTMENTS

We are delighted to see our members
Pohl SC and S Boonzaaier acting on the
bench in this last term of the year. Both
are familiar faces on the bench and we
are certain that their varied practice
experience will filter through, further
enriching our bench.



