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TO SUBMIT A BIT

(A satirical poem about being an advocate)
by Verlaine de Wit, Johannesburg Bar

For long I studied Law

And now everyone’s in awe

Because these days I'm an advocate

And they’ve heard about my rate

But really, it's a crummy racket

For trying to make a packet

Where will I find a brief?

I hope somewhere a litigant needs relief

Hark! Here comes an attorney with
instructions

To read the brief and make my own
deductions

And with my new client for a consult

Who tells me he’s not at fault

He says he’s a man of honor

Not a skelm donner

When the papers are all read

I'm left shaking my head

It's time for a whiskey

Things are going to get risky

During the nights until facing the judex

there’ll be lots of prepping but no sex

Finally, it’s the big day of the hearing

And my client’s will to testify is
disappearing

At Court awaits my learned friend

With whose duplicity I'll have to contend

Presiding is an old judge

For a new grudge

Come the proceedings

I regret the pleadings

Robed

And probed

I try to think on my feet

Of a case to meet

Cross-examination was a devastating
exposure

On the stand my client had to make a full
disclosure

The postponement is denied

Because my sworn-in client had lied

In closing my argument is unconvincing

Because my client’s story was not
evincing

The cases I cite are distinguished

And so all hope’s extinguished

My client’s revealed he’s a crook

And the Judge won't let him off the hook

Every inference is negative

The defence noncompetitive

The plea ad misericordiam is rejected

Which wasn’t unexpected

The judgment is conclusive:

The Defendant was abusive

He was dishonest and evasive

Plus, I was unpersuasive

The findings tell a murky tale

With costs on the higher scale

As we leave, I offer a deal

How about a quick appeal?

Later, with a punchline I relate my day

In a very selective way

And “Give that man a Bells”

Shout all my pals

Back in chambers, I pray

That in 97 days I'll get my pay

Doing this for life is called an advocate’s
practice

Even if it's more like sitting on a cactus

So, to those who say being an advocate
is great

Tell them to think about had it been their
fate
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