on the wall ...

He first appeared in the December 2002

edition of Advocate. He has not buzzed
off yet.

What indulgence? Looking back.
Playing a game. Using snippets of Fly’s
doodles from the last 20 years as diary
entries. Seeing if, with as little commentary
as possible, these can paint bits of Zeitgeist
along the way. After all, 20 years.

*

Indulge Fly. This is his 20th anniversary.

Dec 2012, 10" anniversary: Licence roamed
where it pleased, which more often than not
had little to do with conveying to siblings
any odd days in court. A preponderance of
the product of this partnership of Licence
and Single Malt appears, to the cheery eye,
to entail Melancholy or Foreboding. This,
on closer inspection, is quite illusory....

Licence is capable of conceiving of the
possibility that racial polarisation at the
Bar may be overcome. That the Bar may
be allowed to survive as something akin
to that institution Fly treasures. That the
Rule of Law can withstand the pressures of
power and the rot of corruption. And that
little piglets can fly high on smooth barrels
of Single Malt.

*

MELANCHOLY?

April 2004: Fly does not like being lied to.

Yet he is a lawyer. One might ask how he
manages to like that.

August 2004: Fly clings to the idea that his is a
game of skill and not of chance.

December 2004: Fly has often wondered
why so many even apparently otherwise
knowledgeable individuals have great
difficulty grasping the high morality
entailed by furthering the cause of
thoroughly wicked people.

August 2005: 1t’s difficult for Fly these days
to ruminate on his profession without deep
pain.

April 2007: Vlieg is deurmekaar.

*

ZEITGEIST SNIPPETS?

August 2010: In increasing numbers, Western
jurisdictions are liberating Muslim women
by making it illegal for them to wear what
they would wish to wear.

August 2011: Sandile (capo dei capi) / Ek willie
en gannie afstappie

August 2012: [Reflections on the Legal
Practice Bill with reference to Goya's
Execution of the Rebels (yes, really)]
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August 2013: [Democracy used as a noun
and adverbially — in the context of
Morsi’s Egypt and the “democratic”
coup]: The adverb is precious. There may
be cases where it may be better not to have
it. But that does not mean we should ever
decline to mourn its death.

August 2014 Ronald Dworkin taught lawyers
of the common law method that the
greatest task of the law was Sisyphian —
conscientiously rolling the stone always up
the hill of pluralism, aiming at, and getting
ever closer to, the never to be reached best
answer, never surrendering to the futility of
the exercise, and never pretending that the
hill was not there. Time passes too quickly.

April 2015: When denunciation of the sins of
the past becomes iconoclasm, it tends to get
ugly and short-sighted very quickly, and
nobody quite knows where the lines should
or even can be drawn with any consistency
of principle.

December 2015: The governing party, or
interests associated with it, seem as intent
on employing court processes for purposes
of coercing stylised debate in relation
to cases nobody is really interested in
“winning” as are those who tend to get
outvoted when laws are passed.

December 2016: Will someone, somewhere,
when Merkel is hounded out of office, look
back on the German spring of 2015 and
recognise it for what it promised about what
we as humans could be if we tried a bit?

April 2017: So he hires and he fires / like a
wreeeeecking machine / And he says all
the wackiest things/ Then he twitters like
a banshee/It’s a cooooooonspiracy/ with
abandon codswallop he flings.

August 2017: [The public protector’s
power proving problematic] The more
murky the basis of the power, the less easily
circumscribed, the more it tends to get out
of hand.

August 2018: [somewhat ironic given
current developments] What goodwill
was generated around Russia and its
World Cup? Plenty..... The diplomatic
value of this kind of thing to that kind of
administration in this kind of time must be
inestimable.

April 2019: Why should a greater degree of
freedom. .. in the individual’s ability to
make himself or herself heard lead to a
greater inhibition of freedom when it comes
to independence of thought?

December 2019: Fly knows that rationality
dictates that he and his fellow citizens
ought to be more concerned about
what Moody’s have decided about our
creditworthiness than about an unlikely
triumph by our rugby team in a sporting
tournament. [But]

April 2020: We will take this extreme risk
avoiding action we generally do not take
for risks that either entail a higher degree
of likelihood of eventuating, or more
catastrophic consequences when they do.
We will then gradually process this new
risk and, one way or another, end up
increasingly acting less and less differently
from before. We will do this for the same
reason we do it with other risks in our daily
lives — we need to live, and to live as well
as we can reasonably try to do. Unless, of
course, it kills us.

August 2021: If, whatever else some or other
instantiation of the Cab Rank Rule
achieves, it assists in fostering the virtue of
the Cause Not My Own, it will continue
to feed the moral foundation of Fly’s daily
bread.

April 2022: [This qualification now
appears fortuitously prescient in light
of the surprising recent Ukrainian
successes] Many will remind us that
history thanks those who did not quite
buy the inevitability of some or other evil
endeavout, and how important it is to
remember this when the new apparently
inevitably successful evil endeavour comes
along.

And

August 2022: [In the wake of Dobbs v
Jackson]: [Our judges] must live the
idea that they are doing something
fundamentally different with their power
from what the people in Parliament are
doing with theirs.

*

August 2008 [Fly on his 10 years at the Bar]

And years from now? A Fly is much too small
/ To know such things, or anything at all. /
But what he knows, be it in prose or verse, /
Is: it’s been better and, by God, been worse
/ And this year too has still her half to run
/ And then there’s more (the earth spins
round the sun) / Until it’s done, or Fly
done long before, / Of good and bad there
always will be more.



